


























Historic Bridge News 

8th Historic Bridges Conference. The conference will be 
held at the Blackwell Inn on the campus of Ohio State 
University, Columbus, Apr. 28-29, 2008. Intended to pro­
vide a forum for the exchange of ideas among engineers and 
preservationists, subjects of interest will include engineer­
ing concerns for safety, performance, repair, maintenance, 
and rehabilitation techniques, as well as historians' perspec­
tives. Info : Hojjat Adeli, acleli. l@osu.edu. 

In the past six months, Friends of Historic Northport (AL) 
have obtained permission from state and federal officials 
and secured a grant to relocate and preserve the 203-ft.-long 
Black Warrior River Bridge, a wrought-iron bowstring 
truss built in 1882 by the King Iron Bridge Co. of Cleveland 
(SIAN, Winter 2006). This is a significant milestone in the 
effort to save the bridge, which was abandoned in place on 
an unused farm lane about 30 years ago. The bridge will be 
relocated for use on a river walk in Northport. It is believed 
to be among the oldest and longest of its type in the U.S.­
Tuscaloosa News (Sept. 27, 2007) 

Residents of Topsham and Brunswick, Maine recently cele­
brated the reopening of the Androscoggin River Swinging 
Bridge. The wire-rope suspension footbridge was built in 
1892 by John A. Roebling's Sons Co. Its primary purpose 
was to connect the French-Canadian neighborhood of 
Topsham Heights with the mills and businesses on the 
Brunswick side of the river. The restoration was a commu­
nity effort with the Rotary, Kiwanis, Boy Scouts, and other 
civic groups raising funds to match a federal grant. The cel­
ebration included a ribbon cutting and speakers.-Pordand 
Press Herald (Sept. 20, 2007) 

Kate Shelly Bridge near Boone, Iowa. 
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Efforts are underway to restore the vertical-lift drawbridge 
over the C&O Canal in Williamsport, MD ( tour site-
2001 SIA Annual Conference, Washington, DC) . The 
Western Maryland Ry. built the bridge in 1923 to provide 
access to the Potomac Edison power plant, but, curiously, 
the bridge reportedly lifted only once due to the decline of 
the canal. The National Park Service bought the bridge in 
1991. Christopher H. Marston [SIA], architect with HAER, 
is assisting with the preparation of a report including mea­
sured drawings, photos, and historical information.­
Hagerstown Herald-Mail ( Sept. 19, 2007) 

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has dedicated a his­
toric marker to bridge engineer Ralph Modjeski. The mark­
er celebrates Modjeski's Polish heritage and identifies him as 
a major force in 20th-century American bridge engineering. 
It is located near Modjeski's masterwork, the 1926 Benjamin 
Franklin Bridge (tour site-2007 SIA Annual Conference), 
at the corner of 6th and Race streets in Philadelphia. 

The Union Pacific RR has announced it will not tear down 
the 105-yr.-old Kate Shelly Bridge over the Des Moines 
River near Boone, IA. The single-track, 2,685-ft.-long, steel 
girder bridge has become a bottleneck, but instead of tearing 
it down UP is building a parallel two-track bridge able to 
accommodate trains traveling at 70 mph. The old Kate 
Shelly Bridge will remain in place towering 190 ft. above the 
valley floor, although who will be responsible for its long­
term maintenance remains unclear. The bridge's namesake is 
a 15-yr.-old girl who in 1881 made her way through a storm 
to warn a rail agent that a bridge prior to this one had 
washed out. The agent was able to stop an oncoming express 
train, thus saving numerous lives. 

The Salem-Shotwell Covered Bridge in Opelika, 
AL, re-opened in August at its new location in 
the town's park. SIAN (Fall 2005) reported that 
the bridge had collapsed during a flood and efforts 
to salvage it were uncertain. Ultimately, the town 
rallied around the idea of rebuilding the bridge 
with help from local civic groups. The timber 
Town lattice truss bridge was built in 1900. 

We all know that bridges vibrate under load, but 
... musician Joseph Bertolozzi plays bridges. He 
recently played the Mid-Hudson Bridge near 
Poughkeepsie, NY. With mallet in hand as he 
climbed the suspension bridge's main cables, he 
achieved a wide variety of musical effects from 
the "woo-wooing" of the cables to a rain-stick­
like sound from rust falling through the hollow 
steel towers. Bertolozzi records the sounds and 
then uses them to compose musical pieces-NY 
Times (July 1, 2007) 
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS OF SIA DIRECTORS & COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Keep Your Society Moving Forward 
The annual Call for Nominations is your opportunity 

to help maintain the quality, strength, and diversity of 
leadership that has kept SIA growing for more than 
three decades. SIA counts on its members to organize 
activities that bring us together and produce publica­
tions that spread our message to others. The Society's 
role is always expanding, by introducing new programs 
such as the Industrial Heritage Preservation Grants, by 
creating ties to similar organizations throughout the 
world, and by reaching out to increase our membership. 
We expect our leadership to consider and reflect mem­
bers' interests and goals in continuing to plan the future 
of SIA. 

In 2008, five openings will occur on the Board of 
Directors and one on the Nominations Committee. We 
need candidates willing to give back to the SIA by vol­
unteering their time, knowledge, and experience. The 
Nominations Committee is depending on you to identi­
fy members- friends, colleagues, or perhaps even your­
self-who are qualified and willing to serve. (If modesty 
precludes you from self-nomination, please find some­
one to nominate you.) 

Each candidate must be an SIA member in good 
standing and must consent to being considered for nom­
ination. Candidates for President and Vice-President 
shall have served on the Board for a minimum of one 
year as a voting member. Candidates for Director must 
adhere to and sign the Society's Conflict of Interest 
Policy prior to the election. The SIA has established a 
policy concerning reimbursement for travel costs associ­
ated with Board meetings; it is available from any mem­
ber of the Nominations Committee. 

The deadline for nominations is Jan. 19, 2008. If you 
have any questions or need additional information, 
please don't hesitate to call or write to: Cydney E. 
Millstein, Chair, Nominations Committee, 1537 
Belleview Ave., Kansas City, MO 64108; Phone/Fax: 
(816) 472-4154; Cydney@ahr-i<c.com . 

Positions Open in 2008: 
President (2-year term). Chairs Board meetings, 

coordinates management of SIA funds and official activ­
ities (conferences, tours, and publications), liaisons with 
related professional societies, institutions, and organiza­
tions; sees that orders and resolutions of the Board are 
carried out. For two years after terms expires, serves as an 
ex-officio voting member of the Board and ex-officio 
member of the Nominations Committee. 

Vice-President (2-year term; see below). Serves on 
the Board, chairs meetings, and carries out other official 
presidential functions in the president's absence. The 
vice-president traditionally is elected president at the 
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end of his or her term in order to provide continuity of 
leadership. In effect this means a 6-year term: 2 years as 
VP; 2 years as President and 2 years as Past President. 

Directors (3-year term). Three of seven directors on 
the Board of Directors, which meets three to four times 
per year, including during the annual conference. 
Directors govern official business of the SIA and chair 
committees that oversee operations, such as publica­
tions, tours and conferences, and local chapters. 

Nominations Committee Member (3-year term) . 
One of three elected members who oversee the annual 
nominations and elections. The newly elected member 
will chair the committee during the final year of the 
term. 

All nominations will be reviewed by the Nominations 
Committee, which will present a slate of candidates to 
the membership. Each nomination must include the 
name, address, telephone number, and e-mail address of 
the person being nominated, the office for which the 
nomination is being made, and evidence that the candi­
date consents to being nominated. Once the slate is 
selected, the Nominations Committee will request a 
brief biographical statement and a photograph from 
each nominee. 

For summaries of the nomination process and respon­
sibilities of SIA officials view the Society by-laws on the 
Chapters screen of the Web sitewww.siahq.org. If you're 
unsure about the process or the obligation, please call or 
write at the address above. 

SIA Officers and Directors 
Robert Stewart, President (2006-08) 
David Starbuck, Vice President (2006-08) 
Chris Andreae, Past President (2006-08) 
Richard K. Anderson, Jr., Secretary (2006-09) 
Nanci K. Batchelor, Treasurer (2006-09) 
Diana Bouchard, Director (2007-2010) 
Betsy Fahlman, Director (2007-2010) 
Mark Finlay, Director (2006-09) 
Dennis Furbush, Director (2006-09) 
Jay McCauley, Director (2005-08) 
William McNiece, Director (2005-08) 
Kevin Pegram, Director (2005-08) 
Patrick E. Martin, Executive Secretary, 

Editor IA, and TICCIH Representative 
Patrick Harshbarger, Editor SIAN 

Nominations Committee 
Cydney Millstein, Chair (2005-08) 
Ed Grusheski ( 2006-09) 
Christopher Marston (2007-2010) 
Chris Andreae, ex officio (2006-08) 
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SITES & STRUCTURES 

Preservationists scored a partial victory in October when the 
NY City Landmark Preservation Commission placed por­
tions of Brooklyn's Domino Sugar Refinery ( tour site-SIA 
Annual Conference 2002) on the city's list of historic land­
marks. Since ceasing operations in 2004, the 12-acre refin­
ery complex has been sold to a developer who plans to build 
high-rise apartment buildings. Historic preservation groups, 
including the SIA's Roebling Chapter, have been working 
together to document and preserve the refinery. The land­
mark status means that the developer will be required to 
sympathetically incorporate three of the oldest refinery 
buildings in the new development, but other buildings, 
including the sugar bin with its sign and conveyor ways, were 
not included. The entire complex has been determined eli­
gible for the National Register of Historic Places. 

Grindstones Project. At the request of Willamette Falls 
Heritage Foundation, six historic pulping stones were donat­
ed by the West Linn Paper Co. to the City of West Linn, 
Oregon in May, to become the materials for an ambitious 
public art project near Willamette Falls. The stones, retrieved 
from the woods on mill property with a fork lift and a small 
flatbed truck, now rest at nearby Willamette Park, awaiting 
their eventual transformation into a mass ive monument to 
more than a century of paper-making. West Linn recently 
approved a small 'percent for arts' funding mechanism, 
which, combined with a $2,250 grant for finalists' stipends 
from the county's cultural coalition, will help to launch a pro­
ject planning committee. Sandy Carter, executive director of 
WFHF, says the final product of the Grindstones Project will 
be a fine-arts monument-complete with interpretive panels 
on pulp-making and pulping stone history-illustrating the 
dramatic scale and the deep legacy of West Linn's paper mill 
heritage to th.is now-upscale Willamette River city of 24,000. 
Carter aims for completion by 2009, in time for Oregon's 
150th. statehood anniversary.-Sandy Carter 

Volunteers salvage pulping stones from the West Linn (OR) 
Paper Co. for use in a proposed public arts project 
celebrating the city's paper mill heritage. 
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The Fort Screven Preservation Organization was estab­
lished earlier this year to work toward the long-term preser­
vation and appreciation of the abandoned fort on Tybee 
Island, Georgia. Fort Screven ( tour site-1999 SIA Annual 
Conference, Savannah.) features an array of batteries and 
fortification structures dating from the late 1880s to the 
1920s (SIAN, Fall 2006). It has been under pressure from 
resort development, including a recent proposal to build 
beachfront houses atop one of the reinforced-concrete bat­
teries. The proposal caused members of the community to 
rally in a successful effort to persuade local officials to deny 
the building permit. Info: http://fortscrevenpreservation .org. 

A developer is building a residential and commercial devel­
opment on the site of the J. A. Jones Co. shipyard in 
Brunswick, Georgia. The shipyard is best known for build­
ing about 100 Liberty Ships during WWII. The developer is 
funding an oral history collection along with donated pho­
tos, shipwrights' tools, and other artifacts to be preserved at 
the A. W. Jones Heritage Center on St. Simons Island next 
to the lighthouse.-Florida Times-Union (Sept. 23, 2007) 

A preservation battle is looming in Columbus, Georgia, 
over the Bibb Company Mill, one of five major textile com­
plexes in the Riverfront National Historic Landmark 
District. A developer has proposed demolishing all but 
about 200,000 sq. ft. of the 650,000-sq.-ft. complex to make 
way for a hotel and restaurant surrounded by retail shops 
and residences. The developer would leave the original 
1900 mill , but would demolish its 1916 and 1920s exten­
sions, the weave shed, the warehouses, office building, com­
missary, railroad trestle , and waste tank. The Georgia 
Preservation Trust, National Trust for Historic Preservation , 
and Georgia Historic Preservation Division have all 
weighed in expressing concerns over the plan that might 
compromise the NHL's status. Local preservationists and 

Bibb Company mill, Columbus, GA. 
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officials have been more ambivalent, citing the mill's over­
whelming size as a huge impediment to practical compre­
hensive preservation plans. 

Underwater divers of the Great Lakes Shipwreck Historic 
Society have found the wreck of the Cyprus, an ore 
freighter that sank in Lake Superior on its maiden voyage in 
1907 . The 4 20-ft.-long ship went down about eight miles 
north of Deer Park on Michigan's Upper Peninsula under 
mysterious circumstances and with all but one of her 23 
crew members. The shipwreck had not been charted 
because the lone survivor, who washed ashore on a raft, had 
become disoriented and reported the ship's position much 
closer to shore than it actually was--www.shipwreckmuse­
um.com/press .phtml. 

The U.S. Maritime Administration is disposing of the 
James River Reserve Fleet, which at one time numbered 
more than 100 military vessels. USMA has removed at least 
60 of the vessels, either sending them to the scrap yard or 
giving them to the Navy for target practice. Most of the ves­
sels were from 30 to 60 years old, including the USS Gage, 
a troop transport that took part in the invasion of Okinawa 

during WWII . In addition to the obvious costs of maintain­
ing the fleet, the agency cites environmental concerns for 
contaminants entering the Chesapeake Bay ecosystem. 
There has been some interest in preserving a few of the 
ships, including the Gage, but preservationists missed an 
August 2007 deadline for submitting preservation plans.­
Preservation Online (Aug . 9, 2007). 

Federal regulators are threatening to shutdown the Delta 
Queen, the 81-year-old paddle-wheeled, steam-driven 
riverboat that is a well-known historic icon plying the 
Mississippi River system. The controversy surrounds the 
1966 Safety at Sea Act, which prohibits wooden boats from 
carrying more than 50 overnight passengers. The Delta 
Queen carries up to 174 passengers and although built in 
1926 with a steel hull, it has a wooden superstructure. The 
riverboat has operated under a federal exemption since 
1966, but regulators have indicated they will not renew it. 
Ambassadors International, which bought the boat last 
year, says that the real issue isn't safety, but that it forced 
employees of the Seafarers International Union off the 
boat, and that the union is using its political clout as a bar­
gaining tool.-NY Times (Oct. 25, 2007) ■ 

IA ON THE WEB 

Canals in Northern Ohio and beyond (www .clevelandmem­
Or)'.org/SpecColl/annals/). Abstracts of three Cleveland 
newspapers from 1819 to 1835 summarize articles about 
canals in the region and beyond, mostly covering construc­
tion progress or efforts to promote internal improvements. 
Abstracts were compiled in the 1930s by the WPA and are 
now being digitized. Canals is the first subject to be digitized 
with more planned. 

National Insulator Association (www.nia .org) . Primarily aimed 
at collectors of antique communication and electric-power insu­
lators. A wealth of data on materials, makers, and uses. 

New Britain (CT) Industrial Museum (www.nbim.org) . 
Info and background on five major industrial artifact col­
lections: Stanley (tools & hardware); Fafnir (bearings); 
Landers (appliances); American Hardware (locks); and 
North & Judd (fasteners). 

Philadelphia Trolleys (www./Jhille)'trolley.org). Maps, histor­
ical photos, and many interesting facts about the city's 
streetcar systems and efforts to preserve their features. 
Includes photos from the SIA's 2007 Annual Conference. 

Smithsonian Studies in History & Technology 
( www.sil.si.edu/SmithsonianContributions/Histor)' Technology). 
Digitized series of reports by Smithsonian staff and col­
leagues from 1969 to 2002. They cover a wide range of top­
ics, many based on detailed analysis of artifact collections or 
in preparation for exhibits. 
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Southern New England RRs (htt/J://railroads.uconn.edu/ 
index.html). UConn's RR History Archives' digitized photos 
of stations in CT, MA, and RI, and a list of useful links to 
other rail-related sites. The New Haven RR Digital 
Collection features 460 photos of trains, stations, and 
equipment with descriptions. 

Tacoma Narrows Bridge (http://www.historylink.org/essa)'s/ 
output .cfm?file_id=8214). Dedication of the new twin 
bridge, and information on the history of the previous two 
suspension bridges-"Galloping Gertie" (opened and col­
lapsed in a wind storm in 1940) and its replacement (1950), 
which will now carry one-way traffic. 

U.S. Lighthouse Society (http://uslhs.org). Historical and 
contemporary resources to research and learn about the 
development, operation, and preservation of lighthouses. 
Featured is an amazingly detailed and annotated cross-sec­
tion of the Marblehead Lighthouse on Lake Erie by graphic 
artist Rick Henkel. 

WRDC, New Haven (www.wrdcobg.com/histor)'.html) . 
History of urban AM radio station includes descriptions of 
early technology and programming from the 1920s. 

"IA on the Web" is compiled from sites brought to the editor's 
attention b)' members, who are encouraged to submit their IA 
Web finds: phsianews@aol.com. ■ 
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CHAPTER NEWS 
Oliver Evans (Greater Philadelphia) held its annual meet­
ing at the Fairmount Water Works in September. Steve 
Loveless presented an illustrated talk on the history of the 
postwar Cunard Line fleet . Later in the month, the chapter 
toured Memorial Hall to view the scale model of the 1876 
Centennial Exposition and the renovations being made to 
house a new children's museum. Members participated in 
Philadelphia's Archeology Month program in October with 
an information table at the Independence Living History 
Center Archaeology Lab in center city. The program 
included presentations on current projects, a film fes tival, 
and an open house at the lab. 

Roehling (Greater NY-NJ) has had its usual full schedule of 
tours and events . Over the past six months or so, members 
have visited the McDonald-Klines sawmill (a rare 19th­
century survivor in central N ew Jersey, complete with reci­
procating saw and William Bartley & Sons turbine); toured 
the East River waterfront of Brooklyn (giv ing members an 
overview of the area in which the chapter's preservation 
committee, chaired by Mary Habstritt, h as been striving to 
see that industrial history is preserved); toured Schoen 
Trimming & Cord in Manhattan (producer of tassels and 
cords by hand and on century-old machines); explored Star 
Porcelain in Trenton (active from 1899 to 2003 ); and visit-

ed the Thomas A. Edison Memorial Tower & Menlo Park 
Museum in Edison, NJ. The chapter held its annual com 
roast at Croton-on-Hudson, NY in September, which 
included a tour of the archeology of Croton Point (rem­
nants of brick manufacture and viniculture). The chapter 
held its 27th Annual Drew Symposium on Oct. 27. The all­
day event featured a full slate of presentations on the 
region's IA happenings. 

Samuel Knight (N. California) is busy making preparations 
for the 2008 national SIA Annual Conference, San Jose, 
May 29-June 2. Members are generously donating their time 
scouting out destinations and planning meals and events . 
The chapter held its annual meeting in September in the 
Leonia Heights district of Oakland. They hiked to the 
remains of the Leonia Heights open-pit mine, which pro­
duced iron pyrite that was turned into sulfuric acid at the 
Stege Works of Stauffer Chemical in Richmond. 

Support Your Local Chapter . For info on a chapter near 
you or to start one , contact Jay McCauley, SIA Director, 
Local Chapter Chair ( mccauley3@sbcglobal.net) or check 
out the local chapters ection of the SlA Web site (www.sia­
web-org) ■ 

CONFERENCES & WORKSHOPS 
Hagley Museum & Library (Wilmington, DE) will be 
holding its Research Seminar Series with presentations by 
Eric Schatzburg on Competition and Critique: The Discourse 
of Technology in 20th-Century America on Feb. 7, and by 
Carolyn de la Pena on The Business of Diet Food: Abbott 
Laboratories and the Sucaryl (Cyl.amates) Campaign on May 
13 . Info: (302) 658-2400, x. 243; clockman@hagley.org. 

IA Talks in New Jersey. The Hermitage, a historic house 
and museum, will offer the following lectures: on Feb. 14, 
Richard Hunter [SIA] will speak on New Jersey 's Historic 
Mills: Geography and Archeology, with an overview of the 
state's early water-powered mills; on Apr. 1 7, Sarah Gordon 
will speak on Calico and Culture: A Social History of the 19th­
Century Textile Industry in the Northeast, with a focus on the 
women who came to the early mills and the nascent labor 
movement. Call for reservations . Info: 335 N. Franklin 
Turnpike, Ho-Ho-Kus, NJ 07423 ; (201) 445-8311 ; 
www. the hermitage .org. 

National Preservation Institute Workshops . NPI, a not­
for-profit organization established in 1980, offers a range of 
workshops designed to assist those involved with the man­
agement, preservation, and stewardship of historic sites. 
The workshops cover such topics as federal regulatory 
processes, identification of historic architecture, and care 
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and management of historic buildings. Workshops are 
offered throughout the year at locations across the U.S. 
Info: www.npi.org. 

The 6th biennial Preserving the Historic Road 
Conference, Sept. 11-14, 2008 in Albuquerque, NM, is 
dedicated to the identification, preservation, and manage­
ment of historic roads. The conference will be held just 
steps from the historic Old Town Plaza and near the inter­
section of El Camino Real and US Route 66. Education ses­
sions, keynote speakers, special events, and tours. Call for 
Papers: Papers should address historic road preservation and 
documentation strategies, engineering solutions and alter­
natives, highway safety, and innovative management and 
protection policies. International papers are welcome. 
Deadline: Jan. 31. Info: www. historicroads. org. 

Erasmus Mundus Master's Degree in Techniques, 
Industrial and Cultural Heritage, Territories is being jointly 
offered by the universities of Paris 1 Pantheon-Sorbonne 
(France), Evora (Portugal), and Padua (Italy). This two­
year French-language course offers a high-quality specializa­
tion in the fields of archeology, history of technology, and 
industrial heritage. The training focuses on seminars and 
field workshops. Deadline for applications is Feb. l . Info: 
www.tpti.eu. ■ 
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NOTES & QUERIES 

Info Sought on Sawmill Complexes Across the U.S. 
Historians in Louisiana are seeking information on extant 
historic sawmill complexes dating from about 1890 to 1950. 
The data is being gathered for comparative purposes and to 
support analysis of the Crowell Sawmill as among the most 
complete surviving examples of its type. Crowell operated 
from the 1910s to 1950s and has its full complement of build­
ings and machines, including skidders and steam locomo­
tives. The 1997 SIA Fall Tour visited Crowell, which is being 
preserved as the Southern Forest Heritage Museum (SIAN, 
Summer 1997) . Info: Patricia Duncan, Architectural 
Historian, Div. of Historic Preservation, Box 44247, Baton 
Rouge, LA 70804; (225) 342-8160; JJduncan@crt.state.l.a.us. 

Urgent Request for 3D CAD Modeling Info. Bill Gould 
[SIA] is researching the use of 3D CAD modeling and ani­
mation software in museums and archeological documenta­
tion for a paper to be presented at the upcoming SolidWorks 
World 2008 International Conference in San Diego, Jan. 20-
23. lf you have any information on the current or projected 
use of SolidWorks, AutoCAD, Cinema4D, MAYA, or 
JDstudioMAX in the museum field, Bi ll would appreciate 
your contacting him at bill@gouldstudios .com; (760) 723-
7144. For more about this process, check out a feature arti­
cle about Bill in Cadalyst Magazine (http://manufacturing.cad­
alyst.com/manufacturing/article/articleDetail .jsp?id=3 25045). 
The article discusses the use of 3D CAD modeling software 
as used to recreate the narrow gauge Mason Bogie locomo­
tive TENMILE , circa 1879. This 500-hr. research and 
design project was awarded 2nd Runner-up in the SolidWorks 
2006 International Design Competition from a field of over 400 
entries, most by major corporations. Bill discussed IA and 
emphasized the important role played by SIA, resulting in 
considerable interest among engineers and designers. 

Cast-Iron Stairs. Preservationists are investigating what 
might be the oldest wrought-iron roof in the U.S. in the 
1848 reservoir gatehouse in Brookline, MA (SIAN, 
Summer 2007). The building also contains two mirror 
image cast-iron sta ircases that may be in the forefront of 
their type. The group is seeking information on pre-1860 
cast-iron staircases, including foundries, the making of pat­
terns , and identifying marks . They know of extant stairs 
from the 1820s or 1830s in several prisons in Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey, and specifications for stairs in cast-iron 
lighthouses from the late 1840s. Info: Dennis J. DeWitt, 
Brookline Preservation Commission, 94 Upland Rd., 
Brookline, MA 02445; cljclewitt@rcn.com. 

Silk Trains. A researcher is seeking information on the 
trains that delivered raw silk from warehouses in the New 
York City area to mills in New England, upstate New York, 
New Jersey, and Pennsylvania from 1895 to 1935. Interests 
include the locations of the warehouses and securing the 
silk from pilfering. Info: Alan Vanterpool, avtpool@shaw.ca. 
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Historic Films On-Line. The National Archives has 
announced an agreement with Customflix Labs, part of 
Amazon.com, to sell thousands of historic films from its col­
lection of more than 200,000 titles. The first films that will 
be available are Universal Newsreels from 1929 to 1967, 
which are chockablock with items of IA interest. The 
DVDs will be sold on demand and can be delivered within 
24 hours. Info: www.archives.gov/press/press -release/2007/ 
nr07- 122 .html. 

IA in Cinema. For those looking for some off-beat IA and 
classic British comedy, check out The Titfield Thunderbolt 
(19 53), filmed in the Cam valley just south of Bath by 
Ealing Studios. Scenes include steam locomotives, chain­
operated water tower, hand-cranked turntable, numerous 
railroad bridges, and a steam ro ller vs. locomotive head-to­
head competition. Info: http://homepages.which.net/-gor­
don. duel man/ titfield2 . html. 

The SIA notes the death of Frank Taylor (1903-2007), 
who played a key ro le in the establishment of the 
Smithsonian's National Museum of History & Technology 
(now National Museum of American History). In 1955, 
Taylor hired staff, developed exhibits, and planned and 
supervised the construction of the building, which some 
time later served as the SIA's first headquarters under the 
sponsorship of curator Robert M. Vogel. Taylor was the 
museum's director until 1964, then went on to develop a 
number of important Smithsonian programs, including the 
traveling exhibition service. He retired in 1971.-The 
(London) Times (July 30, 2007) 

Job Opportunity. The N icholas Newlin Foundation seeks a 
director for the Nathaniel Newlin Grist Mill Historic Site 
& Foundation in Concord, PA. The site includes a working 
grist mill, miller's house, mill owner's house, blacksmith's 
shop, visitor's center, and trout-stocked stream on 172 acres. 
The director will be responsible for all aspects of the opera­
tions, including staff supervision, financial management, 
public programs, educational programs, and working with 
board and volunteers. The successful candidate's qualifica­
tions will likely include a graduate degree in history or 
museum studies, significant experience as an administrator, 
the proven ability to lead and inspire others, a successful 
record of writing and public speaking, and a demonstrated 
commitment to historic and environmental preservation. 
The director will be expected to enter fully into and become 
a leader in the cultural life of southeastern Pennsylvania 
and the wider community of mills, millers, and mill histori­
ans, and should be eager to assume this responsibility. A let­
ter of interest and resume will be accepted until Jan. 16. 
Info: Prof. M.N .S. Sellers, Executive Trustee of the 
Nicholas Newlin Foundation, Center for International & 
Comparative Law, 1420 N . Charles St., Baltimore, MD 
21201; msellers@ubalt.edu. ■ 
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CALENDAR 

2008 
Jan. 28-31: Building Conservation Masterclass: 
Conservation & Repair of Architectural Metalwork, 
West Dean College, Chichester, England. History of man­
ufacture & use of iron, corrosion science, cathodic protec­
tion, surface preparation & painting, hands-on forge work. 
Info: Liz Campbell; (01243) 828219; lizcampbell@west­
dean.org. uk. 

Mar. 15: 27th Annual Canal Symposium, Easton, PA. 
Co-sponsored by the National Canal Museum and Lafayette 
College. Info: http://canals.org. 

Apr. 10-12: Business History Conference, Sacramento, 
CA. Info: www.h-net.org/~business/bhcweb. 

Apr. 28-29: The 8th Historic Bridge Conference, 
Columbus, OH. See article in this issue. Info: Hojjat Adeli, 
adeli. l@osu.edu. 

May 7-10: Vernacular Architecture Forum, Annual 
Meeting, Fresno, CA. Info: vernaculararchitectureforum.org. 

May 8-10: Early American Industries Assn., Annual 
Meeting, Albany, NY. Info: www.eaiainfo.org. 

May 16-19: Railroad Station Historical Society, Annual 
Meeting, Charleston, SC. Tours, auction, banquet. Info: Ted 
Xakellis, 10208 Brunswick Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20902. 

Department of Social Sciences 
Michigan Technological University 
1400 Townsend Drive 
Houghton MI 49931-1295 

SOCIETY W©IB 
INDUSTRIAL 
ARCHEOLOGY 
Address Service Requested 

May 18: Design Histories of Everyday Objects 
Symposium, Hagley Museum & Library, Wilmington, 
DE. Info: Carol Lockman, clockman@hagley.org. 

May 29-June 1: SIA 37TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE, 
SAN JOSE, CA. Sponsored by the Samuel Knight Chapter. 
Paper proposals requested. Deadline: Feb. 28, 2008. See arti­
cle in this issue. Info: http://knightsia.org/sia2008. 

June 16-22: National Railway Historical Society 
Convention, Fort Worth, TX. Rail excursions and tours. 
Info: www. lonestarrails2008 .com. 

Sept. 11-14: The 6th Preserving the Historic Road 
Conference, Albuquerque, NM. See article in this issue. 
Paper proposals requested. Info: www.historicroads.com. 

Sept. 24-27: Textile Society of America Symposium, 
Honolulu, HI. Info: www. textilesociety. org. 

Oct. 9-12: Society for the History of Technology 
(SHOT) Annual Meeting, Lisbon, Portugal. Info: 
www.shot.jhu.edu. 
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