
































HISTORIC BRIDGE NEWS 

The State of Michigan has been celebrating the 
50th anniversary of the Mackinac Straits Bridge 
with a summer-long series of events. The suspen­

sion bridge was the culminating design of David B. 
Steinman, incorporating many of his ideas of aerody­
namically stable design following the collapse of the 
first Tacoma Narrows Bridge. The Mackinac Straits 
Bridge united Michigan's upper and lower peninsulas. 
The total length is 8,614 ft . from anchorage to anchor­
age, with a center span of 3,800 ft. When built, the 
bridge was second in clear-span length only to the 
1933-37 Golden Gate Bridge, which has a center span 
of 4,200 ft. but an overall length of about 2,000 ft. less. 
Among the programs celebrating the bridge have been 
an exhibit and opportunities for the public to meet 
ironworkers, who gave a demonstration of riveting 
skills at the dedication of an ironworkers statue and 
monument in St. Ignace. There have also been a bridge 
walk, a bike-across-the-bridge day, and an antique auto­
mobile parade. 50th anniversary posters are also avail­
able for a nominal fee. Info: www.michigan.org. 

An engineering and underwater inspection of the 
Poughkeepsie-Highland RR Bridge (SIAN, Summer 
2006) has found that the superstructure and piers are 
basically in good shape, removing a barrier to opening 
the 7,000-ft.-long bridge over the Hudson River as a 
pedestrian and bike way. The walkway friends group is 
now soliciting public and private funds to undertake 
the repairs necessary to open the bridge by 2009. The 
bridge was the longest cantilever truss in the world 
when it opened in 1889. Info: www.walkway.org. 

Available: The Lindford Bridge-the NR-eligible, 
180-ft.-span, Pennsylvania-design, through-truss bridge 
with two pony-truss approach spans is located on rural 
Koochiching County Highway 1 in northern 
Minnesota. This is the last well-preserved, state high­
way department-designed Pennsylvania through-truss 
bridge in Minnesota. Yet the bridge would need signifi­
cant repairs to remain in its current use. Even if the 
county addressed rusting, damage to the portals from 
over-height trucks, and deterioration of the concrete 
deck, the bridge would still be too narrow and lack the 
load capacity to carry logging trucks. The bridge's 
removal has been reviewed under Section 106 and the 
structure has been documented for the Minnesota 
Historic Properties Record. Koochiching County can 
offer $25,000 towards the bridge's relocation to an 
appropriate site by a responsible party. Info: County 
Engineer Doug Grindall; (218) 283-1186; 
doug .grindall@co. lwochiching. mn. us. 
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Mackinac Straits Bridge, conceptual drawing by D. B. 
Steinman, 1954. The State of Michigan has been 
celebrating the 50th anniversary of Mighty Mac. 

Lindford Bridge 
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OBITUARIES 
It is with sadness that the SIA marks the loss of several 

active members. 
Walter P. Gray III was an expert in railroad history and 

a preservationist, remembered by the SIA as the lead orga­
nizer of the 1996 SIA Annual Conference, Sacramento, and 
former director of the California State RR Museum. Born in 
1952 in San Francisco, Walter moved to Sacramento in the 
1970s and after graduating from the California State Univ., 
Sacramento, joined the staff of the railroad museum in 1977. 
He rose to the position of directQr in 1990 and worked dili­
gently to elevate the quality of the museum's exhibits and 
the public accessibility of its collections. He initiated Old 
Sacramento's rail excursion and was host to many national 
railroad history conferences and "fan" fairs. In 1998 Walter 
was appointed the California State Archivist, and in 2004 
he joined California State Parks as chief of archeology, his­
tory, and museums. He passed away in May following a year­
long battle with liver cancer. 

Carter Litchfield passed away suddenly on May 9. He 
was a long-time SIA member (over three decades) and a 
member of the Roehling and Oliver Evans chapters. Carter 
was a professor of chemistry who taught at Rutgers Univ. for 
many years. In retirement he ran Olearius Editions, a small 
press that specialized in the history and manufacture of veg­
etable oils and fats. Among his several outstanding publica­
tions was The Bethlehem Oil Mill, 17 4 5-19 34: German 
Technology in Early Pennsylvania (1984). The study of the 
Moravian mills presented for the first time English transla­
tions from German text, highlighting in detail the artisan­
ship and craft of these colonial settlers. It was a model of 
meticulous scholarship with outstanding graphs and illus­
trations. For the past decade, Carter had been working on a 
comprehensive gazetteer of New Jersey linseed oil mills, 
which was nearing completion. He was always very gener­
ous with his in-depth knowledge of the oil industry and of 
milling in general, and he took an earnest interest in others' 
IA research, often with a helpful tip or clue to a hard-to­
find source. Carter and his wife Carol, a biology professor 
and an expert in the history of salt, moved from 
Pennsylvania to Virginia some years ago. He was a regular at 

GENERAL TOOLS (continued from /Jage 9) 

America as the SIA's representative to the International 
Committee for the Conservation of the Industrial Heritage 
(TlCCIH). He has provided many private and governmen­
tal agencies with analysis and reports on archeological 
investigations of industrial sites, and he has made substan­
tial academic contributions to the field. While the General 
Tools Award is made for types of service other than acade­
mic publication, it also does not hold it against you! Pat 
Martin has given substantial service to the SIA as editor of 
the journal, executive secretary, and organizer of several 
meetings and tours. 

As a faculty member in Michigan Tech's IA program, Pat 
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SIA conferences and tours, presented papers, and served on 
several SIA committees, including the Vogel Prize 
Committee. Carter's will stipulates that a portion of his pub­
lishing enterprise will devolve to the SIA. 

Bill Wilkie passed away on June 4 due to an unexpected 
complication of recent cardiac bypass surgery. Bill was an 
authority on the Rockaway Valley RR, affectionately known 
as the "Rock-a-Bye Baby" due to its poor construction and 
light ballasting. He researched the railroad by walking near­
ly all 24 miles, searching for adaptive reuse of railroad struc­
tures, chatting up the locals, and photographing whatever he 
could find. Personable and enthusiastic, Bill easily engaged 
others in his project. The Rock-a-Bye Baby project led him 
to research the applejack or Jersey Lightning industry, 
including a visit to Laird's Distillery in Colt's Neck. He 
served on the board of the Ralston Cider Mill in Mendham 
Twp., NJ, and, a year ago, provided the Roehling Chapter 
with a tour of the restoration-in-progress. It was either his 
interest in apples or through his collection of century-old NJ 
Dept. of Agriculture reports that Bill came upon his next 
project: New York City road apples. His presentation, "Horse 
Apples: The IA of Manure," was an entertaining and mem­
orable program at the Roebling Chapter Annual Symposium 
in 2002. A civil engineer and businessman, Bill seemed 
prouder that he was descended from Cornish hard-rock min­
ers than his professional success. He was born during World 
War II at the Copper Range Hospital in Michigan's Upper 
Peninsula and grew up in the Ann Arbor-Detroit area. The 
1997 SIA Annual Conference in Houghton seemed like a 
personal homecoming as he revisited the places of his early 
youth and childhood family vacations. At the Painesdale 
Mine, he met a retired miner who had worked with his 
uncle. Bill served on the committee for the 2002 Annual 
Conference in Brooklyn.-Bierce Riley 

We also note the passing of German industrial photogra­
pher Bernd Becher, 75, on June 26. Becher, a favorite of 
many SIA members, was known worldwide for his pho­
tographs of industrial subjects, from studies of concrete 
cooling towers to blast furnaces. He is survived by his wife 
and collaborator, Hilla. ■ 

Martin has modeled, guided, encouraged, fostered, and, in 
some cases, prodded younger individuals to broaden and 
expand the range and depth of their knowledge and quality 
of service. It is in this area where this year's General Tools 
Award recipient has truly excelled. He was instrumental in 
establishing the IA Master's program at Michigan Tech 
where he currently serves as the Director of the IA Program. 
In that capacity, he has been a key figure in the profession­
al development of a new generation of industrial archeolo­
gists who will carry the field further, wider, and deeper into 
still more areas, communities, and countries for many years 
into the future. ■ 
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IA ON THE WEB 

Aluminum (www.histalu.org). The Institute for the History 
of Aluminum is a French organization founded in 1986 to 
make collections more accessible. The site lists archival and 
photographic resources in French and English. Rev.: TIC­
CIH Bulletin (Spring 2007). 

Atlantic Cable & Submarine Telegraphy Co. 
(www.atlantic-cable.com). History, along with an extensive 
collection of memorabilia. 

Canadian Museum of Making ( www3 . museumofmaking. 
org/dbtw-wpd/machine_aboutus .htm) . In 2001, the Calgary 
museum began acquiring machinery and tools that were 
built and used from 1750 to 1920 in Canada, Britain, and 
the U.S. To date, it has about 300 objects on exhibit and in 
a "virtual on-line" gallery. 

Capt. Pearl R. Nye: Life on the Ohio & Erie Canal 
(http ://memory. lac .gov/ammem/collections/nye/index. html) . 
Through Nye's letters and songs, the Library of Congress 
captures the culture and music of the men, women, and 
children who worked the canal. Nye, who was born and 
raised on a canal boat, devoted considerable time to pre­
serving songs and stories after the O&E closed in 1913. 

An Engineer's Guide to Baltimore (www.ce.jhu.edu/balti­
morestructures/) . Photographs, brief history, and site map to 
bridges, buildings, and monuments. 

European Route of Industrial Heritage (http ://en.erih .net/) . 
The ERIH network is an initiative to link sites in Europe as 
tourist destinations. Info on abandoned production plants, 
industrial landscape parks, and interactive technology 
museums, many of which will be familiar to participants of 
SIA study tours. The backbone of the route are so-called 
"anchor points," the outstanding industrial monuments in 
the heartlands of the Industrial Revolution: Great Britain, 
Belgium, Netherlands, and Germany. 

Ford Rouge Plant (http: //www-personal. umd. umich. edu/ 
~jonsmith/rougeplantmed.mov) . Video of Will McDonough's 
Technology & Culture Forum lecture , The Ford Rouge Plant: 
The History of Sustainability Manufacturing. Sponsored by the 
Society for the History of Technology (SHOT) . 

History News (http://historycoalition.org). The National 
Coalition for History brings real-time access to news as it is 
made in Washington with briefs and links to Congress, fed­
eral agencies, and NCH member organizations. 

(continued on Jiage 22) 

IA EXHIBITS 

New York Rises: Photos by Eugene de Salignac . From 
1906 to 1934, de Salignac shot over 20,000 8x10, glass-plate 
negatives as photographer for the NYC Dept. of Bridges, 
Plant & Structures. While he focused upon the monumen­
tal components of the city, he also lingered on cracks and 
imperfections, isolated rivets and signs, and played with 
light and composition. For years the photos have been used 
in books and films, but rarely ever credited to de Salignac. 
New York Rises is an exhibit and book by the NYC Dept. of 
Records & Municipal Archives. It is on display at the 
Museum of the City of NY through Sept. 4 and is available 
for additional venues through 2011. Info: Annette 
Rosenblatt ; ( 212) 946-7128; arosenblatt®aperture .org. 

American Textile History Museum Renovations 
Underway. ATHM (SIAN, Spring 2007), in Lowell, MA, 
closed its galleries in July to begin a major renovation of its 
Textiles in America exhibit . The collections department and 
Osborne Library remain open by appointment. ATHM has 
reached its goal ofraising $1 million for its endowment. The 
funds will be matched by an anonymous donor through the 
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Maine Community Foundation. ATHM is also working on 
raising$ 1.5 million for renovations and $ 1.4 million for the 
general operating fund. Info: www.athm.org. 

Showboat 'Round the Bend! is an exhibition at the 
Wate1front Museum's historic Lehigh Valley RR Barge in 
Brooklyn, NY, through December. The exhibit depicts the 
history and development of the showboat as an indigenous 
and popular form of American entertainmen-both along 
our nation's waterways and within NY Harbor. Showboats 
were the way people in small river towns got their entertain­
ment from vaudeville to drama to moving pictures. Curated 
by Mary Habstritt [SIA] and Virginia Willets, the show fea­
tures informative panels, video clips, and a painted scrim. A 
grand Showboat Weekend Oct. 20-21 will provide accom­
paniment to the exhibit of history and artifacts. A panel of 
experts, both scholars and former showboat operators and 
family members, as well as vintage showboat entertainment, 
from vaudeville to calliope performances, will bring history to 
life over the two-day festival. Public open hours are 
Thursdays 4-8 pm. Info: www.waterfrontmuseum.org. ■ 
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SITES & STRUCTURES 

Saved 
The only building that remains of the Merchant 
Shipbuilding Corp. shipyard at Bristol, PA (SIAN, Winter 
2001) was listed on the National Register on July 31, 2003. 
This shipyard was one of only three facilities where pre-fab­
ricated steel freighters were assembled in the U.S. during 
WWI. The general stores and mold loft is a three-story, con­
crete building now being used for commercial purposes. The 
mold loft was a large open floor upon which full-size draw­
ings of structural and mechanical components were pre­
pared, from which wood or steel templates ("molds") were 
created. The general stores and mold loft is located in the 
southern portion of the site. The central portion of the site 
consists of a large paved parking lot. The northern portion of 
the site has been redeveloped for residential use. Relic struc­
tures remain awash in the Delaware River, including the 
concrete shipway foundation, and a small portion of the 
ramp used during the 1920s and 19 30s by amphibious pas­
senger aircraft constructed at Keystone Aircraft's Bristol 
plant.-Mike Bern.stein 

The Ellis Island Ferry Building has been restored and opened 
to visitors. It was the departure point for immigrants who suc­
cessfully passed their legal and health inspections. The Art 
Deco-style Ferry Building was built in 1934 as a Public Works 
Administration project, replacing an earlier feny building. 
Closed for 50 years and in deplorable condition, it has been 
rehabilitated by the National Park Service and the State of 
New Jersey in partnership with Save Ellis Island, a non-profit 
group. Info: www.nps.gov/elis/parl<news/ index .htm. 

After a $14 million restoration lasting more than three 
years, the schooner C. A. Thayer has returned to the San 
Francisco Maritime National Historical Park. The restora­
tion took place at Bay Ship & Yacht Yard in Alameda. The 
156-ft.-long wooden schooner's main structural timbers 

Schooner C. A. Thayer has recently undergone restoration 
and has been returned to dock in San Francisco. 

were all original material from 1895. Although massively 
built of tight-grained Douglas fir, vessels of her type were 
designed for a working life of about 20 years. By the mid-
1990s, the timbers were soft with dry rot, the hull was sag­
ging down at bow and stern, deforming the keel by 16 inch­
es. The vessel had to be rebuilt from the inside out. After 
extensive documentation, the individual timbers were cut 
away piece by piece and replaced with in-kind material 
using traditional methods. Workers eventually replaced 
nearly 85% of the ship's original timbers. Info: 
www.nps.gov/safr. 

The North Carolina Transportation Museum's newest dis­
play will be the steam power plant and stem paddle wheel 
of the H. G- Wright, a 102-ft.-long snag boat that was built 
in 1882 for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to remove 

The general stores and mold loft building at the former Merchant Shipbuilding shipyard in Bristol, PA. 
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Ellis Island Ferry Terminal, prior to restoration. 

debris from the Cape Fear River. The Wright ceased opera­
tions in the 1930s and was rotting away in Wilmington 
when a group of volunteers salvaged the machinery and 
paddle wheel and restored it to working order on com­
pressed air in the late 1980s. The paddle wheel became an 
outdoor display at the Cape Fear Museum, but the museum 
found it was unable to protect it adequately from the ele­
ments. The NC Transportation Museum, which is housed in 
the former Southern Ry.'s shops in Spencer, has ample inte­
rior space for the massive paddle wheel. 

Threatened 
The Muir & McDonald Tannery (Dallas, TX), which has 
been in continual operation since 1863, will close. The tan­
nery is one of only two in the U.S. that continues to use the 
"vegetable method." Vegetable-method tanning uses the 
tannins in tree bark to convert hides into leather, as opposed 
to the "mineral method" which typically uses chromium and 
is faster acting. In the vegetable process, the hides are 

stretched on frames and immersed for several weeks in vats 
of increasing concentrations of tannin. Vegetable-tanned 
hide is flexible and is used for luggage and furniture. The 
family-owned Muir & McDonald Tannery cited rising ener­
gy, shipping, and daily expenses as the tipping point in its 
decision to close.-Statesman (OR) Journal (May 21, 2007) 

Lost 
The 1887 Globe Elevator in Superior, WI (tour site-2000 
Annual Conference, Duluth), believed to be one of the 
only pre-1900 wooden grain elevators remaining in the 
U.S., is in the process of being dismantled. A salvage com­
pany has begun auctioning off cast-iron pulleys and other 
equipment, as well as advertising for sale the more than two 
million board feet of white pine that comprises the struc­
ture. The salvage company's Web site includes numerous 
photos: http://wisconsinwoodchuck.net/gallery .htm. 

In May, Phelps Dodge Corp. demolished the twin concrete 
smokestacks of its former copper smelter in Hurley, NM. The 
Hurley stacks stood 625 ft. and 500 ft. and towered over the 
desert landscape in New Mexico's southwestern comer. They 
were the latest casualties of the region's declining copper indus­
try. Over the past decade, Phelps Dodge has demolished 
smelters in the Arizona towns of Morenci, Ajo, and Douglas, 
and BHP Billiton has demolished the smelter and twin stacks 
at San Manuel, AZ.-Gainesville (GA) Times (May 13, 2007). 

The U.S. Department of Energy has undertaken a massive 
demolition and clean-up effort at the Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory in Tennessee, where the original uranium for the 
Manhattan Project was processed. The latest casualty is the 
10-acre K-1401 Building that was used to condition pro­
cessing equipment before it was installed in the K-25 urani­
um-enrichment plant. The two-story building was built in 
1944. The DOE has prepared an excellent history of the site 

MEMBER NEWS 
John "J. K." Folmar was the subject of a Pittsburgh Post­
Gazette feature article (Apr. 8, 2007) on the history of the 
Monongahela River. J .K. is a retired history professor emeritus 
from California Univ. of Pennsylvania, who has spent years 
researching the river's history. His recently published book, 
Gleanings from Pittsburgh and W Pa. : Newspapers &c, Views, 
1786-1886 (Avail: www.trbooksellers.com), uses old newspa­
per accounts to show how local writers viewed the river. 

Richard O'Connor has been selected as Chief of the 
National Park Service's Heritage Documentation Programs 
Division, which includes the Historic American Engineering 
Record, the Historic American Buildings Survey, the Historic 
American Landscape Survey, and the Cultural Resources 
Geographic Information Systems facility. O'Connor served as 
Acting Chief of the division before being officially appointed 
to the new position in early 2007. He started with HAER in 
1990 as a field team leader and historian on a project docu-
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menting the historic glass industry of Jeannette, PA. He then 
worked as a program manager for a range of assignments 
including the Birmingham, AL project, which focused on 
coal, coke, iron, and steel industries. ■ 

Calling All Members in the 
Chicago Area! 
The SIA Board accepted a petition to form the 
Chicago Industrial Chapter at its meeting in 
Philadelphia on June 8, 2007 . It will draw members 
from the entire Chicago-land area, and will be offering 
local IA tours and events. For more info or to join 
($10/yr.): Adrian Stanislovaitis, Box 392, Bedford 
Park, IL 60499-0392; (773) 586-5422; 
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CHAPTER NEWS 

Northern New England held its spring meeting and tour in 
Lincoln and N. Woodstock, NH, on June 2. Members vis­
ited the ruins of the Parker-Young pulp mill with its early 
20th-c. turbines, then proceeded to the Hobo RR for a tour 
of the 1934 Flying Yankee, a rare three-car articulated train 
undergoing restoration. Next it was to Clark's Trading Post 
to see a private collection of steam locomotives, a Lombard 
log hauler, a steam shovel, and a 1904 Howe-truss covered 
bridge. This was followed by a ride on the Hobo RR excur­
sion and a walk-about of various industrial ruins in the 
White Mountain National Forest. 

Northern Ohio. On August 10, 38 members toured the 
Central Facility of Cleveland Track Material, Inc. Using an 
array of older and historic machinery, CTM produces a com­
plete line of railroad track work, including joint bars, compro­
mise joints, bridge joints, paneled turnouts, crossing dia­
monds, frogs, switch points, rocker clips, slip switches, lap 
turnouts, and hook flange guard rail. The highlight of the tour 
was an 1898 rolling mill purchased in 1987 from the Tredegar 
Iron Works in Richmond, Virginia, believed to be the old­
est-if not the only-hand-operated rolling mill still in ser­
vice in the U.S. What's more, the mill is still profitable, 
according to CTM President Bill Willoughby Sr., who led the 
tour and, afterward, discussed the company's operations and 
answered questions. Joining in the discussion were several 
workers who relocated, with the mill, from Richmond to 
Cleveland in order to continue their work as rollers. Located 
on Cleveland's East Side, CTM's Central plant occupies a 
building historic in its own right: the 1901 plant of the former 
Wellman-Seaver-Morgan Co., a pioneer manufacturer of steel 
plant equipment founded by Cleveland steelmaster Samuel T. 
Wellman in 1896. Here Wellman-Seaver-Morgan manufac­
tured some of the largest materials-handling facilities ever 
built, including all of the Hulett iron-ore unloaders that once 
dotted the ore ports on the lower Great Lakes.-Carol Poh 

The Northern Ohio Chapter recently toured Cleveland 
Track Material, Inc. where members were treated to a 
demonstration of the 1898 rolling mill. 
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Roehling (Greater NY-NJ). The summer has included a full 
slate of chapter events. In June, the chapter screened two 
films-Brooklyn Matters and Ma.cle in Brooklyn-critical of 
the planning and review processes that have allowed many 
industrial landmarks to be demolished. In July, members 
toured the McDonalds-Kline Mill in Bedminster, NJ, a rare 
up-and-down saw mill, which has its original drive system. 
In August, the chapter offered a walking tour of Brooklyn's 
Williamsburg and Greenpoint neighborhoods, followed in 
September by the annual corn roast. 

Samuel Knight (N. California) members have been at work 
planning for the 2008 SIA Annual Conference in San Jose, 
scouting out sites, and making arrangements for tours, food, 
&c. Regular updates are at http://lmightsia.org/sia2008 . In 
addition, the chapter found time for a presentation on the 
1927 Carquinez Straits Bridge by Andy Hope from Caltrans. 

Support Your Local Chapter . For info on a chapter near 
you or to start one, contact Jay McCauley, SIA Director, 
Local C hapter C hair ( mccauley3@sbcglobal.net) or check 
out the local chapters section of the SIA W eb site (www.sia­
web-org) ■ 

/A ON THE WEB (continuedfrompage 19) 

Lenticular-Truss Bridges ( www. ecs . um ass . edu/ cee/ cee _ web/ 
bridge/1.html) . Alan Lutenegger [SIA] keeps a running 
account of extant bridges built by the Berlin (CT) Iron 
Bridge Co. 

Penny Postcards ( www. roots web. com/ ~usgenweb/special/ 
ppcs/ppcs .html). IA views (bridges, buildings, factories, city 
scenes, etc .) mixed in with generic views from around the 
U.S. Indexed by state and county. 

The Real Steel (www.dalwtaridgegallery.com). Photographs 
of Bethlehem Steel operations by Peter Treiber. 

S. S. Columbia (www.sscolumbia.org). History of the 1902 
steamer and efforts to restore her to full working order as a 
floating museum on the Hudson River. 

Vermont Historic Bridge Program (www.aot.state.vt.us/ 
progdev/Sections/LTF JV ermontHistoricBridgeProgram/HBP00 
VermontHistoricBridgeProgram.htm). Considered to be one 
of the most comprehensive and forward looking historic 
bridge management programs in the U.S. 

"IA on the Web" is compiled from sites brought to the editor's 
attention by members, who are encouraged to submit their IA 
Web finds: phsianews@aol.com. ■ 
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NOTES & QUERIES 
Big-10 Universities Microfilm RR Collections. Four 
libraries (Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Iowa, 
Northwestern, and Wisconsin-Madison) have just complet­
ed reformatting a large collection of endangered paper 
copies of railroad journals and books dating from 1832 to 
1975 to archival-quality microfilm. The 46 journal titles 
(1,319 volumes) and 21 7 books will be available for interli­
brary lending and purchase. Many of the original paper 
copies had become too fragile for circulation. Info: 
www. library. northwestern. edu/ transportation/cic8/ cic8. html. 

James J. Hill Library Closes Archive . After more than 30 
years of operation, the James J. Hill Reference Library in St. 
Paul, MN, closed its archive on June 6. The archive was the 
location of the personal papers of James J. Hill ( 183 8-1916), 
the railroad magnate and founder of the Great Northern 
Ry., and his son Louis W. Hill. It is considered one of the 
most complete archives of any business leader of the Gilded 
Age, and included sale receipts, correspondence, telegrams, 
political writings, and diaries. As of this writing, the dispo­
sition of the archive, which measures 4 70 linear ft., is undis­
closed, but it is hoped to be transferred to another institu­
tion. The James J. Hill Library will remain open but focused 
on its mission of "providing practical information to the 
global business community."-Library Technology Reports 
(June 8, 2007) 

For Sale: Early American Industries Assn. Library 
Books. For many years the EAIA Library was housed at the 
Mercer Museum in Doylestown, PA. The collection of 
books and periodicals, manuals, and encyclopedias from the 
18th through the 20th centuries covers the mechanical and 
decorative arts, early tools and trades, manufacturers' cata­
logs, traditional craft industries, science, engineering, mate-

rial culture, and related subjects. The time came when the 
Mercer Museum could no longer provide a home for the 
library, due to its own increasing collections and the fact 
that there was considerable duplication between its own 
books and those of the EAIA. A couple of years ago the two 
institutions came to an agreement whereby EAIA would 
transfer ownership of select books to the Mercer Museum in 
return for which EAIA members would receive free use of 
the library and admission to the museum. The rest of the 
books were removed and are now for sale. For an Excel file 
of the titles available: eaia@comcast.net. 

In a meeting of IA and art, the West Linn Paper Co. and 
the City of West Linn (OR) are working on a collaborative 
project to produce a heritage monument from old pulp 
stones salvaged from the mill. The six stones range in age 
from the 1950s to the 1980s, and are cylindrical with diam­
eters of about 6 ft. and widths of about 4 ft . to 6 ft. In oper­
ation, as the stones rotated the logs were pressed against 
them to be ground into pulp. The city's arts commission is 
interested in information about similar public art projects 
using salvaged machines or machinery components. Info: 
Sandy Carter, willamettefalls@msn.com. 

Iron Roof Trusses . The Brookline (MA) Preservation 
Commission is interested in knowing of any examples of the 
following pre-dating 1848 in the U.S.: a) fully wrought-iron 
roof trusses ( other than those reported in the 183 7 
Philadelphia Gas Works retort house); b) wrought-iron roof 
decks (especially flat and continuously riveted but also cor­
rugated); c) cast- iron stair cases (other than in lighthouses 
or PA & NJ penitentiaries); d) any of the above associated 
with the engineer John B. Jervis. Dennis J. De Witt, djde­
witt©rcn.com. ■ 

CONFERENCES & WORKSHOPS 
The National Canal Museum presents its series of fall lec­
tures, which are free and open to the public, on the third 
Thursday of the month at 7 :30 pm in the auditorium at 30 
Centre Sq., Easton, PA. On Sept. 20, Jane Mork Gibson [SIA] 
will give an illustrated lecture on Early Water Powered Mills 
Along the Wissahiclwn Creek. On Oct. 18, Lance Metz [SIA] 
will show films from the museum's Bethlehem Steel 
Collection. On Nov. 15, industrial photographer Henry 
Schmidt will present an illustrated lecture on transportation 
and industrial sites of the mid-Atlantic. Info: (610) 559-6613. 

Call for Papers. The Vernacular Architecture Forum 
(VAF) invites paper proposals for its annual meeting in 
Fresno, CA, May 7-10, 2008. The conference theme is In 
the Garden of the Sun: California's San Joaquin Valley. 
Papers may address any aspect of the cultural landscape 
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worldwide, but topics related to the theme are especially 
welcome, including those that deal with the valley's rail­
roads and irrigation canals. Deadline: Oct. 1, 2007. Info: 
http://vernaculararchitectureforum.org. 

Call for Papers. The Hagley Museum and Library 
(Wilmington, DE) will hold a symposium on the theme of 
Commonplace Yet Extraordinary: Design Histories of 
Everyday Objects on May 16, 2008. Papers are requested that 
look at the design history of appliances, tools, equipment, and 
miscellaneous things commonly used in houses, offices, facto­
ries, and public spaces. Papers should analyze the interactions 
between designers, producers, and users. Perspectives from his­
tory, art history, sociology, and material culture studies are wel­
come. Presenters' travel expenses will be covered. Deadline: 
Dec. l. Info: Carol Lockman, clockman@hagley .org. ■ 
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CALENDAR 

2007 
Oct. 3-7: Assn. of Railway Museums Annual 
Conference, Pennsylvania Trolley Museum, Washington, 
PA. Info: www.pa-trolley.org. 

Oct. 10-13: Pioneer America Society: Assn. for the 
Preservation of Artifacts & Landscapes, Annual Meeting, 
Hagerstown, MD. Tours of the C&O Canal and B&O 
Martinsburg Roundhouse. Info: Paula S. Reed, 
paula@paulasreed.com; ( 301 ) 7 3 9-207 0. 

Oct. 11-13: International Preservation Trades 
Workshop, Frederick, MD. Co-sponsored by the NPS, 
Historic Preservation Training Center. Info: www.iptw.org. 

Oct. 17-21: Society for the History of Technology 
(SHOT) Annual Meeting, Washington, DC. Info : 
www.shot.jhu.edu. 

Oct. 18-20: Labor and Freedom in Global Perspective: 
29th Annual North American Labor History 
Conference, Wayne State Univ., Detroit, MI. Info: Janine 
Lanza; (313) 577-2525; jmlanza@wayne.edu. 

Oct. 27: 27th ANNUAL DREW SYMPOSIUM ON 
INDUSTRIAL ARCHEOLOGY, MADISON, NJ . 
Sponsored by the Roebling Chapter, SIA. Info: tflagg@sun­
yopt.edu or Allison. Rachleff@earthlink .net. 

Department of Social Sciences 
Michigan Technological University 
1400 Townsend Drive 
Houghton MI 49931-1295 

SOCIETY ~ill 
INDUSTRIAL 
ARCHEOLOGY 
Address Service Requested 

Nov. 29-30: Sound in the Era of Mechanical Reproduction 
Conference, Hagley Museum & Library, Wilmington, DE. 
Info: Carol Lockman, HML, Box 3630, Wilmington, DE 
19807; (302) 658-2400, x243; clockman@hagley.org. 

2008 
Apr. 10-12: Business History Conference, Sacramento, 
CA. Info: www.h-net.org/~business/bhcweb. 

May 7-10: Vernacular Architecture Forum Annual 
Meeting, Fresno, CA. See article in this issue. Paper pro­
posals requested. Info: vernaculararchitectureforum. org. 

May 16-19: Railroad Station Historical Society Annual 
Meeting, Charleston, SC. Tours, auction, banquet. Info: 
Ted Xakellis, 3216½ 13th St., Washington, DC 20010. 

May 18: Design Histories of Everyday Objects 
Symposium, Hagley Museum & Library, Wilmington, 
DE. See article in this issue. Paper proposals requested. Info: 
Carol Lockman, clockman@hagley.org. 

May 29-June 1: SIA 37th ANNUAL CONFERENCE, 
SAN JOSE, CA. Sponsored by the Samuel Knight 
Chapter, SIA. Info: http://knightsia.org/sia2008. 

Oct. 9-12: Society for the History of Technology (SHOT) 
Annual Meeting, Lisbon, Portugal. Info: www.shot.jhu.edu. 
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