










































Two of the World's Oldest Cantilever Bridges Are in the U.S. 

I
f you hold your arm straight out from your shoulder, it's 
acting as a cantilever. The equivalent engineering defi­
nition of the extended-arm analogy is that a cantilever 

is a continuous girder pinned where the moments of the 
uniform load are zero ( the extended-arm theory is much 
easier to understand). The cantilever is one of the world's 
earliest bridge forms, originating in China, Tibet, and Japan. 
Shogun's Bridge (300 AD) still spans 84-ft. over the Daiya­
gawa River in Nikko, Japan. The idea was re-introduced to 
Western bridge builders by British engineer John Fowler 
around 1846. Today, two of the world's oldest long-span, 
metal-truss, cantilever bridges, New York's Poughkeepsie­
Highland Bridge (1888) and Kentucky's Young's High 
Bridge (1889), are struggling to survive in America. 

In Britain and the U.S. the form is known as a cantilever, 
in France as pones-a-faux, and in Germany as a Gerber 
Bridge, named after the engineer who popularized the form . 
Although British engineers suggested using the cantilever 
form as early as 1846, the first modern cantilever actually 
built was Heinrich Gerber's Hassfurt Bridge over the River 
Main in Germany (1867) , with a central span of 124 ft . 
The form had some important attributes, including that it 
was statically determinant, which meant that it was easier 
to calculate the stresses and size the parts of the structure. 
Members did not have the inherent deficiency of the con­
tinuous beam or girder, a statically indeterminate structural 
form, developing unknown, possibly large internal stresses 
leading to failure should one of the piers or abutments sub­
side. Unstable soil conditions plagued foundation, pier, and 
abutment design, so the ability of a bridge's superstructure to 
adjust should one of the piers or abutments sink was a sig­
nificant design breakthrough. 

The next important cantilever bridge was built by 
American engineer C. Shaler Smith, ten years later in 1877. 
It provided the first practical test of the applica-
tion of the cantilever principal to long-span bridge 
design. He built what was then the world's longest 
cantilever for the Cincinnati Southern RR over a 
1,200-ft. wide and 275-ft. deep gorge of the 
Kentucky River near Dixville. The bridge resolved 
the difficulty and expense of erecting a forest of 
falsework in a deep, wide river gorge because the 
cantilever form did not require extensive false­
work. The bridge was selected by the American 
Society of Civil Engineers for the 1878 Paris 
Exposition as one of the prime examples of 
American bridge ingenuity. 

After the success of these bridges, the cantilever 
technique became more widely employed in the 
1880s, especially in North America. Another 
important span was the Michigan Central RR 
bridge over the Niagara Gorge, designed by 
Charles Conrad Schneider in 1883. With can­
tilever arms supporting a simple suspended truss, 
this 495-ft. span and the nearly identical Fraser 
River Bridge in British Columbia, directed the 

22 

attention of the engineering world to this new bridge form. 
These two were the prototypes for subsequent cantilever 
bridges, including the Poughkeepsie-Highland Bridge over 
the Hudson River (1888), Young's High Bridge over the 
Kentucky River (1889), and the Firth of Forth Bridge 
(1890) in Scotland. 

The Firth of Forth Bridge remains in rail service, but the 
two earlier American spans have been threatened since 
they went out of rail service. The Poughkeepsie-Highland 
Bridge was decommissioned in 1974 when a fire burned a 
1,000-ft.-long section of wooden walkway and ties over the 
land portion on the Poughkeepsie side. While most historic 
bridge enthusiasts are familiar with the Poughkeepsie­
Highland Bridge, many are unfamiliar with Young's High 
Bridge, located just 15 miles west of Lexington. Young's 
High Bridge is named after the Kentucky lawyer and Civil 
War hero William Bennett Henderson Young, president of 
the Louisville Southern RR for which the bridge was built. 
It went out of service in 1985. The only reason these 
bridges survive is their robust size and the cost of disman­
tling such large structures. 

Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge. The 
Poughkeepsie-Highland cantilever bridge was the first rail 
crossing of the Hudson River below Albany, 80 miles north 
of New York City. Built by the Union Bridge Co. of 
Athens, PA, to designs by Charles McDonald and A. B. 
Paine, the overall length is 6,768 ft., including three can­
tilever spans of 548 ft . long connected by two fixed spans. 
The bridge was strengthened by Ralph Modjeski in 1906 by 
adding a third line of trusses down the middle. 

Since the mid-1970s, there have been several efforts to 
convert the bridge to a rails-to-trails project. "Walkway 
Over the Hudson," formerly headed by Bill Sepe, has strug­
gled for the last eleven years along with citizens on both 

Poughkeepsie-Highland Bridge ( 1888). 
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sides of the Hudson to save the 
magnificent, but abandoned 
bridge. Their vision for the bridge 
is to provide a critical link con­
necting more than 30 miles of 
trails as part of the Hudson 
Greenway trail system. 

Under the recent leadership of 
Fred Schaeffer, Walkway Over the 
Hudson hopes visitors soon will be 
able to experience the magnificent 
Hudson valley from 212-ft. above 
the river. Thanks to the support of 
Congressman Maurice Hinchey (D­
NY), Walkway Over the Hudson 
recently received an $874,000 fed­
eral transportation equity grant to 
assess and stabilize the 
Poughkeepsie bridge for pedestrian 
and bike use by 2009. Completing 
the walkway from shore to shore is 
expected to cost $5-10 million. 
Info: www.walkway.org. 

Young's High Bridge . In 
Kentucky, the Tyrone Bridge & 
Rail Company and the Blue Grass 
Rail Museum, under the leader­
ship of Jodie Wells, have worked 
for a similar period to make 
Young's High Bridge part of Kentucky's rail-trail system 
linking Lawrenceburg and Versailles. The group has strug­
gled to find support and funding from the state, the local 
community, and the bridge's owner, Norfolk Southern Corp. 
The vision is a new state park centered on Young's High 
Bridge, which would bring tourists' dollars into Anderson 
County, more jobs to the community, and maybe even make 
Tyrone a tourist destination as part of Kentucky's world 
famous race-horse-breeding Bluegrass area. 

Young's High Bridge was completed in 1889 in the amaz­
ing time of 31 weeks by the same company that built the 
Poughkeepsie-Highland Bridge, the Union Bridge Co. of 
Pennsylvania. It is 1,659-ft. long, including a 551-ft.-long 
cantilever span that rises 283 ft. above the gorge. When 
built it was one of the highest of its kind, and had the 

IA EXHIBITS 
Philadelphia's in ternational Airport is featuring an 

exhibit of photographs based on the work of Mike 
Bernstein [SlA] documenting the Hog Island Shipyard 
that occupied the site of the airport during WWI. The 
exhibit is an outgrowth of Mike's article, Fame , Failure, 
and the Disappearance of the Hog Island Shipyard, which 
appeared in the Nautical Research Journal (Spring 
2006) . lf you happen t be traveling through the air­
port, the exhibit is I cated in Terminal E at the 
entrance to the airport's executive offices. 
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Young's High Bridge. From Engineering 
News & American Railway Journal (Apr. 5, 1890). 
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Young's High Bridge (1889). 

longest cantilever span. The bridge is unique for never hav­
ing been rebuilt, modified, or strengthened. Young's High 
Bridge has not been condemned but is listed by Norfolk 
Southern as out of service. The bridge is structurally sound, 
still able to carry locomotives and certainly capable of sup­
porting pedestrian loads. 

The dream, however, is on hold. Like the Poughkeepsie­
Highland Bridge, Wells figures it will cost approximately 
$10 million to repair 10 miles of track between 
Lawrenceburg and Versailles and rehabilitate the 116-year­
old structure. She and her group have struggled. Perhaps 
Poughkeepsie can serve as a model. Info: 
www. l<yrailtrail. org/ tyronerailtrail. 

Eric DeLony 

SIA INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE 
PRESERVATION GRANTS 

The SIA Industrial Heritage Preservation G rants 
support the research , documentation, and preservation 
of industria l sites and practices. Grant guidelines are 
available at www.sia-web .org. Grants are awarded 
annually. Deadline for applications i March 31. Info: 
Rick Greenwood, SIA Grants Committee, rgreen­
wood@preservation.ri .gov; 401 -222-4134. 
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HISTORIC BRIDGE NEWS 
Quaker Bridge, near Greenville, PA. A local group, led by 
Nate Clark, has formed the Historic Quaker Bridge 
Preservation Society. Their goal is to preserve the 126-ft.­
long, Pratt, through-truss bridge, believed to have been 
built in either 1884 or 1898 by the Cleveland Bridge Co. 
(Curiously, and unexplained as yet, the bridge has two 
builder's plaques, one listing 1884 and the other 1898). The 
bridge was listed in the National Register in 1988, but had 
been scheduled to be razed when a replacement bridge was 
built alongside it this year. The local community mobilized 
and the preservation society will accept ownership from 
PennDOT. Quaker Bridge will become the centerpiece of a 
new park.-Nathan S. Clark [SIA] . 

Calhoun County Historic Bridge Park Honored. The his­
toric bridge park, which serves as a center for the preserva­
tion and rehabilitation of historic metal-truss bridges in 
Michigan, was selected as a Public Works Project of the 
Year from the American Public Works Association 
(APWA) in July. APWA officials noted the living history 
demonstrations at the park (e.g., riveting) and praised the 
educational opportunities offered to engineers and contrac­
tors. The park's most recent project is the preservation of 
the Charlotte Highway Bridge, a wrought-iron, Pratt, 
through-truss bridge designed by the Buckeye Bridge Works 
in 1886. It is the fifth metal-truss bridge to be re-erected at 
the park. Vern Mesler [SIA] has played a leading role in the 
park's development. Congratulations !-Battle Creek 
Enquirer (July 5, 2006) 

Alaskan Way Viaduct. The more than two-mile-long ele­
vated highway was built in 1953 and dramatically altered 
the character of Seattle's waterfront. Preservationists and 
city officials are squaring off to debate whether the viaduct, 
which has been determined eligible for the National 
Register, deserves to be rehabilitated or should be replaced. 
In an informal poll taken by the newspaper, respondents 

B&O~s MARTINSBURG ROUNDHOUSE 

ture to the Roundhouse Authority for use as a model rail 
museum and for storage of artifacts. To date, the depot 
doors, windows, and roof have been restored. A pedestrian 
bridge is under construction between the Martinsburg train 
station and the roundhouse. This joint project between the 
City of Martinsburg and the Roundhouse Authority will 
greatly improve access to the site and also track safety. 

Future. The Roundhouse Authority has many future 
phases planned, including landscaping work; an addition to 
the Bridge & Machine Shop housing an elevator, stairs and 
restrooms; new wood block floors with concealed building 
utilities; restoration of the West Roundhouse roof and cupo­
la; more restrooms between the West Roundhouse and the 
Frog & Switch Shop; and all new lighting, power, heating, 
and cooling systems. While much remains to be done, the 
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voted almost 9 to 1 against preservation.-Seattle Post­
Intelligencer (June 5 , 2006) 

New Documentary Showcases West Virginia's Bridges . 
CROSSINGS-Bridge Building in West Virginia chronicles 
the history of bridge building in the Mountain State. It was 
funded through a federal transportation enhancement 
grant, has been shown on WV public television, and has 
been distributed to all state schools and libraries. A 
Website offers photos and information on featured bridges: 
www.wvdot.com/crossings. 

Connecticut's Open-Spandrel-Arch Bridges. The State of 
Connecticut has listed six open-spandrel, reinforced-con­
crete arch bridges in the National Register. The Conn. 
Highway Dept. built the bridges between 1915 and 1935, 
and in many ways they represent the aesthetic highpoint of 
reinforced-concrete arch bridge construction in the state. 
The six bridges are the Arrawanna Bridge (1918) over the 
Coginchaug River in Middletown; Washington Bridge 
(1921) over the Housatonic River between Statford and 
Milford; Reynolds Bridge (1928) over the Naugatuck River 
in Thomaston; Bridge No. 455 (1929) on Route 159 over 
Stony Brook in Suffield; Bridge No. 560 (c. 1930) on 
Routes 4/7 over the Housatonic River at Cornwall Bridge; 
and Bridge No. 1132 (1934) on Route 80 over the 
Hammonasset River in Killingworth. Bruce Clouette [SIA] 
prepared the nominations.-Connecticut Preservation News 
(Sept./Oct. 2005) 

Pulaski County Bridge #31, located east of Medaryville, 
IN, is a rare example of a Stearns through-truss bridge 
(SIAN, Winter 2000). Built in 1905 by the Winamac 
Bridge Co., the bridge has been dismantled and relocated 
for re-erection as part of a pedestrian trail at Delphi's 
Wabash & Erie Canal Park.-Dan McCain ■ 

( continued from /Jage 19) 

Roundhouse Authority has accomplished the largest task by 
securing and stabilizing the buildings. These fine industrial 
buildings of the mid-19th century have been overhauled and 
tuned up for another hundred-plus years. Presently, they are 
being used as great industrial pavilions for community use 
and trade shows. We hope that tomorrow they will assume 
a larger and more significant role of interpreting industrial 
architecture and engineering, labor history (as the site where 
the great strike of 1877 began), Civil War history (featuring 
numerous attacks and Stonewall Jackson's great train heist), 
railroading history, and local social history. 

Tours may be arranged by calling the Roundhouse 
Authority office, (304) 260-4141. 

Matthew W. Grove 
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SITES & STRUCTURES 
The Madison (IN) Historic District ( tour site-1994 Fall 
Tour) was named a National Historic Landmark by Acting 
Secretary of the Interior Lynn Scarlett on Apr. 11. The dis­
trict includes the Schroeder Saddletree Factory (SIAN, 
Spring 2000). In total, it encompasses 2,000 acres and 
1,600 historic buildings, making it one of the largest dis­
tricts in the nation-NFS Heritage News (May 2006) 

Peachstate Aerodrome in Williamston, about 40 miles south 
of Atlanta, is a new project to recreate a complex that will 
look like a 1930s ai1field. Patterned after Candler Field­
Atlanta's original municipal airport-there will be vintage 
aircraft, hangars, a grass runway, old cars, and tractors. The 
first of the recreated buildings-a wooden hangar replicating 
the Eastern Airlines hangar at Candler Field-is scheduled to 
open this year. About 30 vintage planes are currently based 
at the aerodrome, many of them in the personal collection of 
retired Delta pilot Ron Alexander, the driving force behind 
the project. Info: www.peachstateaero.com. 

Ford's St. Paul Assembly Closes. The Ford Motor Co. has 
annmmced that it will close the St. Paul assembly plant in 2008 
(tour site-1983 Annual Conference, Twin Cities). The 122-
acre plant, which makes the Ranger pickup truck, employs over 
1,800. It opened in 1925 after Henry Ford reportedly chose the 
location based on its access to cheap hydropower generated 
from the Mississippi River.-Star Tribune (AJYr. 13, 2006) 

First Cloverleaf in U.S. Replaced. Work began in May to 
replace the nation's first cloverleaf interchange (1929) at the 
junction of US routes 1 & 9 in Woodbridge, NJ. The clover­
leaf, which allows traffic to change directions safely without 
having to make turns crossing lanes of opposing traffic, was a 
significant advance in highway design. It would go on to 
become a common feature of major, and then interstate, 
highways. The Woodbridge cloverleaf was designed by engi­
neers of the NJ State Highway Dept., one of the first organi­
zations in the U .S. to make serious study of the problems asso­
ciated with traffic congestion.-News Tribune (May 5, 2006) 

ThyssenKrupp, the German steelmaker, has announced 
that it will close its historic Budd Co. stamping plant in 
Detroit (tour site-2005 Fall Tour) at the end of 2006. 
About 350 employees will be affected, but most of these will 
retire. TK cited the lack of orders for this plant as the rea­
son for the closure. The remaining work will go to a plant 
in Ohio. The plant's office building is a replica of 
Independence Hall. The Liberty Motor Car Co. built the 
plant in 1919, but went bankrupt in 1923. Budd bought the 
86-acre property in 1925 and produced steel bodies, body 
panels, and steel wheels. Another historic Detroit auto 
plant bites the dust!-Charles K. Hyde 

Historic Lighthouses Available. The federal government has 
issued notice that it will sell or transfer 18 historic lighthouses 
in Maine, Maryland, and Rhode Island. The General Services 
Administration ( GSA) works with the U.S. Coast Guard and 
the National Park Service to transfer excess historic lighthous-
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es at no cost to qualified federal agencies, state, and local gov­
ernments, or nonprofit organizations under the authority of the 
National Historic Lighthouse Preservation Act of 2000. lf no 
steward is identified through the notification process, GSA 
sells the lighthouses through a competitive public auction. 
Info: www. er. nps .gov/maritime/nhlpa/nhlpa. htm. 

Save the Silver Spade. Efforts are fully underway to raise the 
funds necessary to save the 1964 Silver Spade, a Bucyrus-Erie 
1950B, one of the largest surface-mining stripping shovels 
ever built. The shovel has a 105-cubic-yard capacity and 
weighs 7,000 tons. She worked the Ohio Valley coalfields 
until April 9 of this year when a roller-bearing failure brought 
her career to an end. She sits three miles west of New Athens, 
OH, awaiting a decision from Consol Energy as to whether 
she will be scrapped or will be given to the Harrison Coal & 
Reclamation Historical Park in Cadiz, OH. Consol Energy is 
working with the park and Harrison County officials to see if 
some arrangement can be made. The park already features an 
impressive collection of surface mining equipment, but the 
Silver Spade is one of only two of its size and kind left in the 
U.S. The other is the slightly smaller Big Brutus, which has 
been the centerpiece of a park in West Mineral, KS, since 
1985. To learn more or make a donation: www.hcrhp.org. 

Pabst Blue Ribbon Bottle Stubbornly Refuses to Budge. 
SIAN (Fall 2004) reported on the demolition of the Pabst 
Brewery complex in Newark, NJ. The iconic, 60-ft.-tall steel 
bottle (actually a 55,000 gallon watertank) that topped the 
building was to be removed and preserved somewhere in the 
city, but as ofJ une 2006, the bottle had resisted all efforts to 
move it, even breaking the crane that made the first attempt 
to lift it. The bottle is much heavier than anticipated and 
special cables will have to be made. The effort was to resume 
later this summer.-The Star-Ledger (June 13, 2006). ■ 

Sibley Mill Closes. Augusta, GA's famous Sibley Mill, built 
in 1882 atop the ruins of the Confederate Powderworks, 
closed in June. The cotton mill is widely considered one of 
the South's most architecturally distinguished. It was also 
one of the few water-powered mills still in operation, buying 
water from the Augusta Canal Authority to power its 
turbines. The future of the mill, which was operated by 
Ohio-based Standard Textile, is uncertain but the canal 
authority is committed to preservation, including finding 
another textile mill operator or adaptive re-use.-Augusta 
Chronicle (May 3, 2006) 
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IA ON THE WEB 
Alabama Iron Sites ( www. alaironworks. com). The 
Alabama Historic Ironworks Commission and the Iron & 
Steel Museum of Alabama (see SIAN, Winter 2006) have 
completed a new Website, developed by Jim Bennett [SIA] 
and Tom Perrymon, on the history of Alabama's iron indus­
try, documenting 1 7 iron furnaces in operation through the 
Civil War and the growth of the Birmingham steel district 
in the late 19th and 20th c. 

Automobile in American Life (www.autolife.umd.umich.edu) 
is a new on-line archive developed by the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn and The Henry Ford, funded by the 
NEH and the DaimlerChrysler Corp. Fund. The site is copi­
ously illustrated with archival photos and features scholarly 
essays and case studies on the automobile's relationship to 
labor, gender, race, design, and the environment. Also 
included are more than a dozen oral histories of major auto­
mobile designers . Supplemented by a variety of materials for 
teachers and students. 

Burlington Northern-Santa Fe RR Historic Photos 
(http:/photos.bnsf.com). BNSF Corp. has made available 
some its collection of historic images dating as far back as 
the 1870s. The photos are organized by predecessor rail­
road, date, and topic. Prints may be ordered. 

California Interstate Highways (www.dot .ca.gov/inter­
state). CalTrans celebrates the 50th anniversary of the 
Federal Highway Act of 1956, establishing federal funding 
for interstate highways, with a brief history, timeline, and 
photos of expressway and interstate highway construction. 
Many California freeways pre-date the landmark 1956 act 
and represented innovative designs. 

Interactive Mapping of Railroad Attractions 
(http://find.mapmuse.com). The idea is for railroad enthusi­
asts to build upon a nationwide map of railroad attractions 
by editing and enhancing the existing data. Through com­
munity effort, the hope is to have a comprehensive, descrip­
tive, and up-to-date map to help people find the attractions. 

Lighthouse Postcards (http:// americanhis tory. si . edu/ collec­
tions/lighthouses). Digital collection of over 2 70 lighthouse 
postcards from the collection of the Smithsonian's National 
Museum of American History. 

Mississippi River Field Guide (www.fmr.org/fieldguide/ 
index.php) . Includes industry and infrastructure in the 
Minneapolis-St. Paul vicinity. 

Modern-day Sandhogs ( www.amny.com/news/local/am-tun­
nel-story ,0, 1627108 .story). Local NYC newspaper offers an 
interactive video, slide show, and story about the sandhogs 
digging City Water Tunnel No. 3. Also some background 
on the city's historic water tunnels. 

New Haven Railroad Collection (http://railroads.uconn/edu). 
Accesses the Railroad History Collections of the Thomas J. 
Dodd Research Center at the Univ. of Conn., which includes 
the bulk of the New Haven RR's corporate records. 
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New Jersey Labor Statistics, 1878-1916 (www.danj.org). 
Documents Assn. of NJ has completed digitization of the 
Bureau of Statistics of Labor and Industries of New Jersey , Annu­
al Reports, 1878-1916, and the Annual Report of the Inspector 
of Factories and Workshops of the State of New Jersey, 1883-
1904. The reports help tell the story of the rise and decline 
of a variety of industries, often comparing working conditions 
and legislation in NJ with other states and countries. 

Nipper and His Master's Voice (www2.danbbs.clk/-erikoest/nip­
per.htm) . Yes, there was a real dog named Nipper that listened 
to a gramophone, and he was painted by his master, Mark 
Barraud, in 1898. The Gramophone Co. purchased the paint­
ing in 1899 and eventually it became the famous RCA Victor 
trademark. Nipper's history and more about the trademark at 
this Website. 

North Carolina Mills ( www.presnc.org/mill_reuse_ website/ 
home.htm). As the textile and tobacco industries have 
declined, communities have found themselves finding adap­
tive re-uses for mills in their commercial core. Preservation 
North Carolina has put together this Website as a series of 
case studies. 

Panama Canal Murals (www.pancanal.com/eng/history/ 
murals/index.html). History and views of the beautiful 
murals of building the canal in the Administration Building 
(tour site-1996 SIA Study Tour). 

Scottish Cast Ironwork (www.scottishironwork.org) is a site 
maintained by the Scottish Ironwork Foundation, dedicated 
to the preservation of ornamental cast ironwork. It includes 
a database of historic buildings and foundries. Also of inter­
est: Glasgow Digital Library(http://gdl.cdlr. strath .ac.uk), an 
indexed collection of historic photos of Glasgow, including 
shipping, railroads, and industries. Some sites will be famil­
iar to those who were on SIA's 1998 Study Tour. 

Tin Cans 101 (www.allstatecan .com). The Allstate Can 
Corp. features the anatomy of a can and a useful glossary of 
can manufacturing. 

Tin Tabernacles (www.tintabernacles.com) were humble 
prefabricated churches made of corrugated iron, intended 
for temporary use. Most were fabricated in the U .K. and 
sent to missions in other countries. 

The Way We Worked (www.archives.gov/press/press­
kits/way-we-workecl) is an exhibit of about 80 exceptional 
historic workplace photos that ran at the National Archives 
in Washington, DC, through May 2006. A selection of the 
photos are on-line, and there is an accompanying book. ■ 

"lA on the Web" i compiled from site brought to the 
editor's attention by members who are encouraged to 
ubmit their lA Web finds by e-mail: phsianews@aol. com. 
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NOTES & QUERIES 
Paper Proposals: North American Labor History Con­
ference invites proposals for sessions and papers on "Global 
Connections and Unfree Labor" for the 29th annual meet­
ing, Oct. 18-20, 2007, at Wayne State University, Detroit. 
Papers dealing with such topics as slaves, indentured ser­
vants, impressed sailors, and serfs are welcome. The confer­
ence wi ll explore the issue of unfree labor in the global eco­
nomic system both as a historical phenomenon and as an 
element of today's international economic environment. A 
1-2 page abstract and brief vitas are requested by Mar. 1, 
2007. Info: Janine Lanza, Coordinator, Dept. of History, 
3094 Faculty Administration Bldg., Wayne State Univ., 
Detroit, MI 48202; (313) 577-2525;jmlanza@wayne.edu. 

Wanted: Kansas City Architect & Builder, 1886-1907. 
The Kansas City Public Library is seeking to complete its run 
of the journal that was the offic ial organ of the Master 
Builders' Exchange. The library currently has microfilm of 
issues starting in 1899 through 1907, but is missing 1886-
1898 and has some gaps in later volumes. Anyone with 
information about this publication is encouraged to contact: 
David Disney, (816) 391-2952; david.disney@jeclunn.com. 

Info is sought for an illustrated book about the Pennsylva­
nia RR's Greensburg Route . This was one of the routes 
under discussion in the late 1840s by J. Edgar Thomson and 
his engineers and the route that they finally chose to take 
for the section of main line from Blairsville, through 
Greensburg, to Turtle Creek at Pittsburgh. The author is 
also looking for visual material illustrating PRR equipment 
from the 1840s to 1850s. Contact: Jim Miller [SIA], 621 
Grove St., Greensburg, PA 15601; (724) 837-9329. 

Paper Proposals: Technological Innovation and the Cold War 
is a conference to be held at the Hagley Museum & Library in 
Wilmington, DE, Mar. 9-10. The principal question is the 
impact of Cold War-era military innovations on American eco­
nomic growth. Papers could con.sider the transition from mili­
taiy to commercial applications in, for example, aerospace, 
communications, material science, propulsion, instrumenta­
tion., or computing. Failure or long delays in transferring tech­
nologies are of special interest. Papers must consider the rela­
tion.ships among corporations, research institutes, and state 
agencies in the design ai1d development of new technologies. 
Proposals are due Oct. 30. Travel support is available for pre­
senters. Info: Carol Lockman., HM&L, Box 3630, Wilmington, 
DE 19807; (302) 658-2400, ext. 243; clockman@hagley.org. 

The Burndy Library at the Dibner Institute for the History 
of Science and Technology at MIT has closed in prepara­
tion. for relocation to the Huntington Library, San Marino, 
CA. The Burn.dy Library houses several major historical 
collections, including the Cyril Stanley Smith Collection 
(mining and metallurgy), the Victor Darn.ell Collection 
(bridge engineering) , and the Richard & Mary Fagan 
Collection (electric lighting) . 
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Michigan Tech's IA and Industrial Heritage Programs 
were featured in the most recent issue of Michigan Tech 
Magazine. The three-page story describes the work of the 
IA department and the new PhD program. Congratulations 
to Professor Pat Martin [SIA Executive Secretary & IA 
Journal Editor] and all of the faculty at MTU. 

The Associated Research Centers for Urban 
Underground Space (ACUUS) is an international non­
governmental association active ly promoting partnerships 
among engineers, architects, planners, and decision makers 
in pursuit of underground development. The main purpose 
is to shift undesirable, impractical, less profitable activities 
from ground-level to subsurface environments to improve 
the livability of cities. The 11th ACUUS Conference will 
be held in Athens, Greece, Sept. 10-13, 2007. Many of the 
ACUUS activities have intersections with historic mining 
and underground industrial activities as illustrated by the 
conference host site, the Lavrion Technological & 
Cultural Park, which bears a mining tradition dating back 
to 2000 BC. Info: www.acuus2007.ntua.gr. 

Temporarily Closed: The Smithsonian's National Museum 
of American History has announced plans for a two-year 
major rehabilitation of its building with architectural 
enhancements to the interior, construction of a new gallery 
for the Star-Spangled Banner, and update of the 42-yr.-old 
building's mechanical, electrical, plumbing, and security 
systems. The museum will close on Sept. 5 and will reopen 
by summer 2008. 

Hagley Museum & Library, New Collections. Hagley in 
Wilmington, DE (tour site-1977 Annual Conference; 
2004 Fall Tour) has recently added a number of IA-related 
collections including: photographs of the Charles Blasius 
& Sons Piano Factory in Woodbury, NJ, c. 1893-1913; 
published works of architectural and engineering firms col­
lected by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Dept. of 
Conservation and Recreation (firms represented include 
Storch Associates, J. E. Greiner Co., Perry Dean & 
Stewart, Eggers & Higgins , and Daniel Mann Johnson & 
Mendenhall, among others. Publications date from c. 1960-
80 and cover a range of projects, including Colonial 
Williamsburg, the Jefferson Memorial, the Delaware 
Memorial Bridge, and Saugus Iron Works, as well as other 
transportation, commercial, industrial, and institutional 
contracts); a small collection of records documenting 
DuPont China, Inc. and its dyestuffs business in East Asia 
from c. 1920-1949, including photos showing traditional 
Chinese dying and DuPont agents traveling by pack ani­
mals, boats, and sedan chairs; and the Gerald A. & Arlene 
L. Fingerman Fabric Care Memorabilia Collection , num­
bering in excess of 2,400 items illustrating the history of 
laundry soap, including soapboxes, bleach, bluing, starch, 
advertising premiums, models, and laundry equipment dat­
ing from 1875 to the 1970s. Info: www.hagley.org. ■ 
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CALENDAR 

2006 
Sept . 28-Oct. 1: SIA FALL TOUR, YOUNGSTOWN, 
OH. Info:events@siahq.org;www.sia-web.org. 

Sept. 30: Yankee Steam-Up, The New England Museum 
of Wireless & Steam, East Greenwhich, RI. Info: 
news@ids .net. 

Oct. 5-7: Pioneer America Society Annual Conference, 
Springfield, OH. Theme: On the Rebound: Landscape 
Revitalization in a Historic, Industrial Midwestern Town. 
Info: www.pioneeramerica.org. 

Oct. 12-16: Society for the History of Technology 
(SHOT) Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, NV. Info: 
www.shot.jhu.edu. 

Oct. 19-21: 28th Annual North American Labor History 
Conference, Wayne State Univ., Detroit, Ml. Theme: 
Technology, Environment & Work. Info: Janine Lanza, 
Dept. of History, 3094 Faculty Admin. Bldg., WSU, Detroit, 
MI 48202; (313) 577-2525;jmlanza@wayne.edu. 

Oct. 29: Roehling SIA Chapter Annual Symposium, 
Drew University, Madison, NJ . Info: rcsiaprez@ao1.com. 

Oct. 31-Nov. 5: National Trust for Historic Preservation 
Annual Conference, Pittsburgh, PA. Theme: Making 
Preservation Work! Info: www.nthpconference .org. 

Department of Social Sciences 
Michigan Technological University 
1400 Townsend Drive 
Houghton MI 49931-1295 

SOCIETY w©IB 
INDUSTRIAL 
ARCHEOLOGY 
Address Service Requested 

Nov. 3-4: Food Chains: Provisioning, Technology, and 
Science Conference, Hagley Museum & Library, 
Wilmington, DE. Info: Carol Lockman, (302) 658-2400; 
clocl<man@hagley.org. 

Nov. 8-12: Assn. of Railway Museums & Tourist Railway 
Assn. Joint Conference, Sacramento, CA. Info: www.cal­
iforniastaterailroadmuseum.org 

2007 
Jan. 9-14: Society for Historical Archaeology Annual 
Conference, Williamsburg, VA. Info: www.sha.org. 

Mar. 28-31: Vernacular Architecture Forum Annual 
Meeting, Savannah, GA. Info: www.vernaculararchitecture­
forum.org. 

June 1-2: Business History Conference Annual Meeting, 
Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, OH. 
Theme: Entrepreneurial Communities. Info: Carol 
Lockman, Box 3630, Wilmington, DE 19807; (302) 658-
2400; clockman@hagley.org. 

Oct. 18-20: Labor and Freedom in Global Perspective: 
29th Annual North American Labor History Conference, 
Wayne State University, Detroit, MI. See article in this 
issue. Info: Janine Lanza, Coordinator; (313) 577-2525; 
jmlanza@wayne.edu. 
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