


































Bo LOG NA ( continued from /Jage 17) 

Chiesa di Santa Maria Delle Lacrime (St. Mary of Tears 
Church) provides an exceptional venue for the display of 
historic cast-iron artifacts. The museum and the associated 
foundation have collected a great deal of material on his­
toric cast-iron city furniture, including photos, catalogs, and 
postcards, allowing the objects to be presented in context. 
Even more of the collection is housed in a private exhibit 
space in town that is open to researchers and VIP visitors. 
We were privileged to see this larger collection, and a ware­
house holding a very large collection of the patterns used to 
make castings. Neri intends to retain every pattern created 
by the company as an important historical record. 

The hills to the south of Bologna were blanketed in 
snhow as we drove to Cesena for two historic site visits on 
Thursday. The first was the Biblioteca Malatestiana, the 
oldest public library in the western world, opened in 1452 by 
Malatesta Novello, and donated to the city in his will . 
UNESCO has recognized the library, whose holdings include 
over 400 manuscripts from all over Europe, as a "memory of 
the world" site. The priceless nature of these artifacts meant 
that we couldn't get beyond an entry area and couldn't take 
photographs. Some of the manuscripts are displayed in an 
adjacent hall. Their vibrant colors in rich illuminations 
were a delight. Although it was not part of our tour, the 
library holds the archives of the local mining company. 

The second visit was oriented around the sulfur mines in 
Formignano-Borello. Sulfur was mined here as early as 
Roman times, reaching a peak around 1900 when they were 
the largest sulfur producers in the world. We began with the 
mining museum in Borello, just across the street from a new 
monument to the miners. A diorama showed the mine at 
Formignano shortly before it closed about 1963. There was 
also a diagram showing the workings that stretched out as 
far as 4 km from the main shaft. The Montecasini 

Company, owner of the mines, had produced a silent film in 
1924 showing the mining, refining, and distribution 
processes, as well as some of the horrible environmental 
conditions, including the dangerous hard-rock mining, 
plumes of sulfur dioxide rising from the refining process, and 
clouds of sulfur enveloping workers during packaging. 

At lunch the Mayor of Cesena, architect Giordano 
Conti, spoke about his commitment to industrial heritage 
and preservation. He had worked on HAER-like documen­
tation for the Formignano site earlier in his career. The city 
has bought 19 hectares of the site to eventually be devel­
oped into an industrial heritage park. 

We did another tunnel trip on Thursday evening, this 
time to the Bagni di Mario on a hill near the southern edge 
of Bologna. This water collection and filtering plant is 
where the water for the famous Neptune fountain originat­
ed. Though no longer used, the site, constructed in 1563-64, 
was a fascinating example of 16th-century civil engineering. 

Friday was another packed day. It began with what could 
be argued were the foundations of Bologna's industrial her­
itage, the Chiusa di dam at Casalecchio di Reno (this was 
translated in several places as "lock," but there is only a 
dam, no locksluiceway is more accurate as there is no lock, 
only a gate). The original dam structure at this natural 
waterfall site was constructed in the 12th century, making it 
the oldest still functional dam in Europe and a UNESCO 
World Heritage site. The Papal Legate ordered a major 
reconstruction in the late 13th century, which was finally 
completed in 1363. The dam diverts water into a "power 
canal" leading into Bologna. Once inside the city walls, the 
flow is broken down into a complex network of canals and 
pipes providing waterpower for the city's industries. 

The next stop was Villa Griffoni, home of the Museo 
Marconi. It was in the upstairs silk moth room that 

The SIA Study Tour group in front of an abandoned building at the former sulfur mine at Formignano. 
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Guglielmo 
Marconi began his 
experiments 111 

radio in 1895 . The 
first major trans­
miss ion was from 
this room to a 
point on the hill 
behind the house . 
On Dec. 12, 1901, 
Marconi success­
fully transmitted 
signals across the 
Atlantic. We saw 
two nearly forgot­
ten technologies 
used in the first 
radio receivers and 

Lido Live, curator of the Ducati transmitters, the 
Museum, wearing his new SIA cap, coherer and a mag-
poses with one of the company's netic hysteresis 
racing bikes. d t t Th e ec or. ey 
were entirely supplanted in a few years by crystal detectors 
and vacuum tubes. Marconi continued as an inventor long 
after he became wealthy, doing many of his experiments 
aboard his yacht Elettra, a portion of whose hull is on the 
grounds. 

Our final stop of the day was the Ducati motorcycle fac­
tory and museum. The workers were on a general strike, so 
the factory wasn't in production. Ducati bikes are hand­
built with a yearly production of thirty to forty thousand 
bikes. (In comparison, Honda produces about nine million 
motorcycles per year.) Basically, these are racing bikes made 
street legal. They feature an unusual desmodromic engine 

in which the valves are closed by cam action instead of 
springs. The L-twin cylinder configuration means that the 
crankshaft has a single throw, also rather unique. Ducati 
seeks to keep an extremely loyal customer base, similar to 
the strategy of much larger Harley-Davidson . 

The museum is a part of this strategy, hosting over 
500,000 visitors since opening in 1998. 

Our final activity was a Saturday visit to the Museo del 
Tessuto (Museum of Textiles) in the former Campolmi 
woolen mill in the Florence suburb of Prato, home of much 
of the Italian tex tile industry, particularly woolens. We 
began our visit to the museum with a tour led by the chief 
architect, Marco Mattei. An aggressive adaptive reuse 
effort has preserved much of the exterior structure, while 
creating new interior spaces. The oldest buildings on the 
site date to the 17th century, with most of the construction 
dating to the 19th century. The reuse has tried to stay faith­
ful to the site, but apply modem techniques and materials. 
For example, the window openings are original, but now are 
glazed with modern double-pane windows. One area of 
controversy was the decision to tear down some buildings 
that had been built using the 14th-century city wall for one 
side . Mattei was eloquent in explaining his rationale that 
the wall was an important piece of the overall site, and 
shouldn't be obscured by simply constructed warehouse 
buildings that were not important to the site's story. 

It would be impossible to thank all the people who 
offered us their hospi tality, expertise, and time to make this 
an exceptional study tour. A special grazie mille to Maura 
Grandi, director of the Mu.sea del Patrimonio Industriale , 
Paola Papini , and to Mary Habstritt for all their hard work 
before and during the trip . 

Jay McCauley 

IA ON THE WEB 
Atlas Powder (pasty.com/pcam/albuu37) . Photos and history of 
the Atlas explosives plant (operated c.1910-60) in Senter, Ml. 

Bois D'arc Paving (www.smu.edu/anthro/collections/wood­
streets.html). History and use of wood paving blocks. Bois 
d'arc (osage orange) was an early preferred material because 
of its hardness but this gave way to a variety of creosoted 
woods and patented systems for uniformly shaping and plac­
ing the blocks for an even surface during the late 19th c. 

Ohio Memory (worldmc .ohiolinlceclu/OMP) . Among the 
many historical catalogs of Ohio manufacturers available 
from this Website are the wonde1fully illustrated Marion 
steam shovels (1 888) and Huber threshing machines (1 899). 

Old Industrial Buildings on the East River 
(www.gothamgazette.com/article/waterfront/20060104/ 18/ 169). 
The Austin, Nichols Warehouse, the Domino Sugar Plant 
(tour site- 2002 Annual Conference, Brooklyn), and the 
Con Ed Power Plant are pitting preservationists against 
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developers. Gotham Gazette is a Website about New York 
C ity. It functions as four publications in one- a daily digest 
of news; a news operation in itself; a policy magazine; and a 
reference tool for students and serious researchers . 

Rideau Canal ( www.pc.gc.ca/lhn-nhs/on/rideau/index_e .asp ). 
Parks Canada is celebrating the canal's 175th anniversary. Info 
on special events, 3-D views of canal locks, and historical back­
ground on the 202-km canal between Kingston and Ottawa. 

Science and Society Picture Library ( www. scienceandsoci­
ety .co . uk) offers more than one million digitized images, 
many of IA interest , from the British Science Museum; 
National Museum of Photography, Film & Television; and 
National Railway Museum. 

"IA on the Web" is compiled from sites brought to the edi­
tor's attention by members, who are encouraged to submit 
their IA Web finds by e-mail: phsianews@aol.com. ■ 
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1897 Meadovv Bridge Receives Grant 

The rural town of Shelburne, NH, has been awarded a 
$220,000 "Save America's Treasures" (SAT) grant 
for rehabilitation of Meadow Bridge, which spans the 

Androscoggin River close to the Maine border. The award 
is one of only two competitive SAT grants ever made for 
preservation of a bridge. 

Built in 1897 by the Groton (NY) Bridge & 
Manufacturing Co., Meadow Bridge is a pin-connected steel 
Pratt truss. It is composed of three through spans, each just 
over 133-ft. long, one low or "pony" truss span nearly 74 ft . 
long, and one short stringer approach span. With a total 
length of 504 ft ., Meadow Bridge is one of the longest pin­
connected bridges ever built in New Hampshire, and is one 
of only a few dozen multi-span pin-connected highway 
bridges to survive nationwide. The bridge is supported by 
now-rare cylindrical steel piers rather than by a stone or 
concrete substructure. 

Meadow Bridge was bypassed by a new bridge in 1984. By 
2000, one of its four piers was being undermined by riverbed 
scour, causing two of the trusses to lean and twist. In 2003, rec­
ognizing the engineering significance of the bridge, the New 
Hampshire Department of Transportation (NHDOT) offered 
to pay 80% of the estimated $1.4 million cost of rehabilitation 
if the town would raise 20% of project costs ($280,000) and 
assume ownership of the bridge after restoration. 

This was a daunting challenge for a town of 380 people, but 
the community partnered with the New Hampshire Division 
of Historical Resources to nominate the bridge to the 
National Register of Historic Places (NR) and to apply for the 
grant. Meanwhile, NHDOT contracted with Chesterfield 
Associates of Westhampton, NY, to move the two endangered 
trusses to temporary storage on the banks of the river. 

In the bitter cold of Feb. 2004, a single huge Manitowoc 
Model 999 crane with a 160-ft. boom picked up the two 
spans, each estimated to weigh 72,000 lbs., before the 
removal of the wood plank floor, and placed the trusses gen­
tly on temporary trestles on each side of the river. The 
undermined river pier was later lifted from the bed of the 
stream to await replacement. 

One of the spans of the Meadow Bridge being lifted by a 
crane in Feb. 2004. 
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Meadow Bridge in Shelburne, NH, is one of only two bridges 
thus far to receive a Save America's Treasures Grant. 

The grant will greatly enhance the ability of the little 
town and its allies to raise the remainder of the needed 
matching funds. Grants may be awarded competitively, or 
may take the form of Congressional "earmarks" made at the 
discretion of members of the House or Senate. In both 
cases, the grants require projects to adhere to the Secretary 
of the Interior's Standards for Treatment of Historic Properties, 
and are monitored closely by the National Park Service and 
by the appropriate State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO). Some 425 competitive grants have been made 
between 1999 and 2005. Of these, about 75 have benefited 
industrial or engineering heritage projects. Prominent 
among these projects have been Sloss Furnace in 
Birmingham, the Indiana Cotton Mill at Cannelton, 
"Washburn A" cereal mill in Minneapolis, several iron­
works complexes, and several vessels, including warships. 

As a subcategory, however, bridges have not yet fared 
well under the SAT program. The only other competitive 
grant for a highway bridge was a $250,000 award made in 
2001 for rehabilitation of the reinforced-concrete open­
spandrel Tenth Street Bridge in Great Falls, MT (SIAN, 
Summer 1996, Summer 1998, Fall 1999). 

One reason for the paucity of bridge grants may be the fact 
that aspiring SAT projects must document a national level of 
significance even to qualify to apply. There are several ways 
to document national significance. Already-listed National 
Historic Landmarks (NHL) attain thirty points in the com­
petitive scoring system. But to date, only eleven bridges in 
the entire nation have been individually listed among the 
2,419 properties and districts that are designated as NHLs. 

A second method of documenting such significance is 
through listing in the NR at a national (rather than a state 
or local) level of significance. Applicants win twenty-five 
points when a property is so listed. To demonstrate a 
national level of significance for a bridge, a researcher must 
place the span in a nationwide context and show that the 
bridge is significant among its peers. Given the unevenness 
with which the various states have documented and pub-
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lished their inventories of historic bridges, development of 
a statement that demonstrates national significance can be 
arduous. In nominating the Meadow Bridge, the NH 
SHPO was greatly aided by the interest and generosity of 
colleague SHPOs and bridge historians across the country. 

SAT grants have become a powe1ful preservation tool. 
The program has generated $242 million in public grants and 
private matching funds since its inauguration in 1999. The 
rarity of grants for bridge preservation, and the relative infre, 
quency with which the program has funded IA projects in 

general, point to a problem and an opportunity. The problem 
is that industrial heritage resources have not often been 
defined in terms of their national significance or established 
in the broader public consciousness as among our national 
treasures. The opportunity is that with more focused advo­
cacy, IA resources, and bridges in particular, may in the future 
win a larger share of the millions of federal and private dol­
lars that will be generated through this popular program. 

James L. Garvin 

Alabama's Black Warrior River Bridge 
Restoration and Relocation Project --------------- ------------

Every so often comes a historic project that everyone agrees 
is extraordinary. This is the case for the restoration and relo­
cation of an iron bowstring bridge that has stood abandoned 
in the Alabama woods for more than 40 years and once 
crossed the Black Warrior River at Tuscaloosa and Northport. 
Fabricated in 1882, it is one of a handful of King Iron Bridge 
Co. patented bowstring bridges surviving in the nation. 

Tuscaloosa and Northport are at the headwaters of the Black 
Warrior River, and the towns had a ferry by the early decades of 
the 19th centu1y. From the 1830s to the 1870s, storms 
destroyed two ill-fated wood-truss covered bridges and the 
invading Union Army bumed a third. In 1882, Tuscaloosa 
County decided that the best replacement bridge should be 
constructed of more "permanent" iron. The King Iron Bridge 
Co. of Cleveland, OH, was contracted to fabricate and erect the 
four-span bridge using the tubular bowstring design patented by 
founder Zenas King in 1867 (see David A Simmons, "Bridge 
Building on a National Scale: The King Iron Bridge & 
Manufacturing Co.," IA: Journal of the SIA, v. 15,2, 1989). But 
even this bridge proved short lived. In the 1890s, the Army 
Corp of Engineers began a campaign to chaimelize the river 
above Tuscaloosa for navigation into the coalfields. The Corps 
required the bowstring bridge to be replaced in 1897 to clear the 
way for navigation. The four bowstring spans were taken down 

Black Warrior Bridge as it currently appears abandoned in 
the woods of northern Tuscaloosa County. It will be 
relocated to a trail atop the levy in Northport, near its 
original location over the Black Warrior River. 
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The Black Warrior Bridge can be seen in the background 
of this c.1894 view taken during the construction of Lock 
No. 1, part of a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' project to 
channelize the river. The project necessitated removal of 
the bridge, but the iron bowstring spans were salvaged and 
reused at other locations in the county. 

but not destroyed, being salvaged for reuse at other locations 
throughout the county. For most Tuscaloosa and Northport res­
idents, the bowstring bridge soon faded from memmy. 

In the 1980s, the City of Tuscaloosa began planning the 
construction of parks and walking trails in an effort to afford 
public access and recreation along the river. Ken Willis of 
the planning department was set in charge of gathering 
background information. During his research, Willis dis­
covered that one of the 1882 bowstring spans might survive. 
It was found in the northernmost part of the county, aban­
doned in the woods. Unfortunately, its three sister spans 
had been scrapped prior to the 1960s. 

Willis and others in the community began discussing ways to 
preserve the bridge and bring it back to Tuscaloosa-Northport. 
The Friends of Historic Northport formed a bridge committee 
in 1996, ai1d Willis took over as chairman in 2004 with a plan 
to restore and relocate the bridge as part of a trail system to be 
developed atop Northport's levy. The bridge seemed the pe1fect 
way to span a gap in the trail over the North River. 

The committee has worked methodically, approaching 
engineers and steel erection contractors to see if the work is 

( continued on jJage 22) 
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BLACK WARRIOR RlvER BRIDGE (continuedfrom)Jage 21) 

feasible (it is), working with the local newspaper to educate 
the public about the bridge and its historical significance, and 
contacting local and state officials to build support. Jim 
Richardson of the University of Alabama Civil Engineering 
Department has researched the bridge and identified it as the 
oldest extant highway bridge in Alabama as part of his work 
on the Alabama DOT's historic bridge inventory, lending 
credibility to the bridge's historical significance. The 
Pittsburgh & Midway Mining Co. has also taken an interest 
in helping with the bridge rehabilitation, seeing it as a way to 
carry a needed wastewater pipeline across the North River. 

The project has had a high level of cooperation among 

city, county, and state officials. The county has transferred 
ownership of the bridge to the city, and provided staff sup­
port to write a grant application for a transportation 
enhancement grant from the federal and state governments 
(TEA21) . In Feb. 2005, the state approved a grant of 
$143,800 to be matched 80/20 by donations from the 
Friends of Historic Northport. They have already raised the 
money, including a sum donated by Alan King Sloan [SIA], 
a descendant of the founder of the King Iron Bridge Co. 
Bids for the work will be solicited later this year. 

Ken Willis 

CHAPTER NEWS 
Montgomery C. Meigs Original (Greater Washington, 
DC) held a dinner meeting on Feb. 9, featuring a presenta­
tion by Larry Lee [SIA] on the B&O RR's Howard St. 
Tunnel (1895) in Baltimore. 

Northern New England held its annual meeting on Oct. 15 
at the American Precision Museum in Windsor, VT. Prior 
to the meeting, members toured the renovated museum and 
witnessed demonstrations of several early machine tools. 
The chapter was host to the 18th Annual Conference on 
New England IA on Feb. 18 at Plymouth State University. 

Northern Ohio. On Sat., Aug. 13, members were invited to 
don parkas and "chill out" on a tour of Gateway Cold Storage 
in Cleveland, formerly known as Federal Cold Storage (FCS). 
The six-story plant, of reinforced-concrete constrnction, was 
built in 192 7-28 by the City lee & Fuel Co. to serve the 
Northern Ohio Food Tenninal, which modernized the city's 
wholesale fruit and vegetable markets. In addition to the cold 
storage of foodstuffs, FCS manufactured and supplied ice to rail­
road cars bringing produce to the terminal from all points of the 
countty. Two original "Ball's Giant" compressors, built by Ball's 
lee Machine Co. of St. Louis, are still in place although no 
longer used. The chapter held its annual meeting at Cleveland 
State Univ. in Dec. Chip Syme presented a slide show on the 
Hulett unloaders, and members discussed plans for upcoming 
tours, including the 2006 SIA Fall Tour to Youngstown. 

Oliver Evans (Greater Philadelphia) held its annual meeting 
on Nov. 1 with guest speaker Fred Quivik [SIA] who gave a 
presentation on South Philadelphia's industries from manu­
factured gas to rubber cement. The 22nd annual dinner was 
held on Feb. 3 with John Bowie [SIA] presenting on the John 
Grass Wood Turning Shop. Founded by a German immigrant 
in 1863, the small industrial shop in the Old City neighbor­
hood of Philadelphia has many of its belt-driven machines still 
in use and currently provides historically accurate details for 
restoration architects and home owners. Options are being 
explored for its future as a small, operating industrial museum. 

Roehling (NY-NJ) continues its strong role advocating for 
the preservation of endangered historic industrial sites. 
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Mary Habstritt (President) recently spoke before the 
Friends of Hudson River Park on the history of the elevated 
railway known as the High Line, built in the early 1930s to 
separate the grade of freight traffic from upper Manhattan's 
West Side streets (SIAN, Spring-Summer 2004). Plans are 
currently underway to adaptively re-use the abandoned 
viaduct as a rail-to-trails project. The chapter has also been 
working to bring attention to the 1913 Austin-Nichols 
Warehouse in Brooklyn's Williamsburg, a reinforced-con­
crete building designed by noted architect Cass Gilbert. On 
Oct. 29, Roebling presented the 25th Annual Drew 
Symposium on the IA of the NY-NJ area, and on Jan. 29, it 
held its annual meeting, also at Drew University. 

Samuel Knight (Northern CA) held its annual meeting at 
the Willits Roots of Motive Power Festival in Sept. 
Following a brief meeting to re-elect the current officers, the 
group was off to see the live steam and diesel action. In Dec., 
members toured the National Archives, San Bruno Branch, 
receiving an overview of the types of records stored there, 
most of which cover federal activities in central and northern 
California, Hawaii, Nevada, and Pacific island territories. 
The archive is particularly strong in naval and environmen­
tal history. This was followed by a visit to the Hiller Aviation 
Museum in San Carlos to view its collection of about 50 air­
craft, including the Hiller 360, the first inherently stable heli­
copter to be licensed by the FAA in 1945 (www.hiller.org). 

Southern New England toured the automobile and aircraft 
collections of the Collings Foundation (Stow, MA) in Oct. 
The collection, which usually is not open to the general 
public, features many important classic cars and racers, 
including a 1901 Oldsmobile and 1914 Stutz Bearcat 
( www. collingsf ounclation . org) . 

Wabash & Ohio (Indiana-SW Ohio) members toured the 
Moser Tannery near New Albany, IN, in Nov. The tan­
nery, founded in 1863 and closed in 2002, is on a 54-acre 
site and consists of 1 7 buildings, some of which are slated for 
possible redevelopment as condominiums. Developers hope 
to take advantage of the site's attractive riverfront location 
on the Ohio River. ■ 
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NOTES & QUERIES 
Heritage Conservation Network (HCN) presents a series of 
five hands-on building conservation workshops in 2006. The 
workshops last from one to two weeks and feature an expert 
who teaches and guides participants as they work on a his­
toric structure. Architects, contractors, preservation special­
ists, and laypersons are joined at the site by local volunteers 
working to preserve their heritage . The topics, dates, and 
locations of the workshops are as follows: Mill & Mill Race 
Conservation, June 18-July 1, Francis Mill, Waynesville, NC 
(recipient of a 2005 SIA Industrial Preservation Grant; see 
SIAN, Fall 2005); Documentation & Condition 
Assessment, July 9-15, H . S. Gilbert House, Virginia City, 
MT; Conservation of Painted Stucco Detailing, July 30-
Aug. 12, 1 7th-c. Manor House, Oplotnica, Slovenia; 
Stabilization of Arched Stone Bridge, Sept. 10-23, Weisel 
Bridge, Bucks County, PA; Adobe Conservation & Heritage 
Management, Oct. 15-28. Historic Mining Town of 
Cusihuiriachi, Chihuahua, Mexico. HCN is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to the preservation of architectural 
heritage around the world. Workshop costs range from $190 
to $685 per person per week, excluding transportation to the 
site. Complete details and registration: www.heritageconser­
vation.net; (303) 444-0128. 

Short Film on Bethlehem Steel Available. Photographer 
Marc Reed, in collaboration with Garden Bay Films 
(Lambertville, NJ), has released Almost Gone, a short film 
documenting the abandoned Bethlehem Steel plant ( tour 
site-2002 Fall Tour, Lehigh Valley) in Bethlehem, PA. 
Proceeds from the film's sale are being donated to Save Our 
Steel, a coalition of public and private organizations and 
individuals dedicated to assisting with the long-term preser­
vation of the plant, some parts of which will be redeveloped 
as a museum, and other parts redeveloped for a casino and 
other commercial uses (SIAN, Winter 2005). At 20 min­
utes in length, the Almost Gone DVD is mostly a montage 
of still photos of the abandoned blast furnaces, sheds, and 
shops, mixed with video and juxtaposed against archival 
photos . The DVD contains no narration, but is scored to 
music. $13 ppd. Order info: www.saveoursteel.org. 

The recently released movie, North Country, features a 
number of scenes of Minnesota's Iron Range, including 
views of mines and industrial facilities, some of which were 
sites during the 2000 Annual Conference-Duluth. The 
movie received mixed reviews, but the scenery is quite 
engrossing for those with an enthusiasm for IA subjects. 

Industrial History Program for Teachers. The Tsongas 
Industrial History Center invites educators (K-12) from 
across the U.S. to Lowell, MA, for a week-long summer pro­
gram, Inventing America: Lowell and the Industrial 
Revolution, funded by the NEH. The workshops combine 
scholarly presentations with on-site investigations of the 
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canals, mills, worker housing, and exhibits of Lowell 
National Historic Park. The workshops also use drama, his­
torical fiction, hands-on simulations, and field studies at 
Old Sturbridge Village, Walden Pond, and Concord muse­
ums. Three week-long workshops are offered: June 25-July 
l; July 9-July 15; and July 30-Aug. 5. Housing is available 
at Lowell's Doubletree Hotel or at Univ. of Mass.-Lowell. 
$500 stipends paid toward expenses. CEUs/PDPs and grad­
uate credit available. Info: Ellen Antsey, Tsongas Industrial 
History Center, Boott Cotton Mills, 115 John St., Lowell, 
MA 01852; (978) 970-5080; ellen_antsey@uml.edu; 
www.uml.edu/tsongas/NEH. 

Railroads and the American Industrial Landscape: Ted 
Rose Paintings and Photographs is an exhibit running Mar. 
9-May 29 at the Haggerty Museum of Art, Marquette Univ., 
Milwaukee, in collaboration with the Center for Railroad 
Photography & Art. The exhibition offers an opportunity 
to experience the visual beauty of railroads and industry. It 
includes a combination of photographs and watercolor 
paintings. Many of the photographs, taken some 30 years 
before the paintings, have never been exhibited before and 
provide a compelling documentation of the last steam rail­
roading in North America. Several of the paintings are 
local studies, some even of areas within a mile of the 
Haggerty Museum. Rose's work, however, also reaches 
beyond the specific confines of Milwaukee and the 
Midwest. As he wrote in his book, In the Traces (2000),"My 
reality often involves railroad subjects. Railroad places are 
a significant part of the landscape and the reason much of 
the country looks the way it does. The American place is 
often a railroad place, man.made and human scale-urban, 
industrial, or rural." Subject matter aside, it is also a fine 
display by an accomplished realist. Betsy Fahlman [SIA] 
gave the opening lecture. Info: (414) 288-1669; www.mar­
quette.edu/haggerty; www.railphoto-art.org). ■ 

BARK MILLS. 

Leather tanning was once a major industry in and around 
Dorchester, south of Boston, and the Dorchester Historical 
Society is seeking information about the machines used in 
the 18th and 19th centuries to grind hemlock and oak bark 
to extract tannin for tanning. The above engraving is a 
detail from a document, dated Dec. 27, 1811, that sold the 
right to use Cornelius Tobey's 1807 patent for an 
improvement to bark mills. Ebenezer Clapp of Dorchester 
purchased the patent right. Please send references and 
info: Earl Taylor, DHS, William Clapp House, 195 Boston 
St., Dorchester, MA 02125. 
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CALENDAR 

2006 
Mar. 30-Apr. 1: The 2nd American Natural Cement 
Conference, Washington, DC. Paper sessions on the his­
tory and conservation of natural cement. Site tours. Info : 
www . naturalcement. org. 

Apr. 27-30: Preserving the Historic Road Conference, 
Boston. Info: www.historicroads.org. 

May 15-19: National Park Service's Archeological 
Prospection Workshop, St. Simons, GA. Info: Steven L. 
De Vore, NPS Midwest Archeological Center, Federal Bldg., 
Rm. 474, 100 Centennial Mall North, Lincoln, NE 68508; 
(402) 437-5392, ext. 141 ; steve_de_vore@njJs. gov; 
www. cr. nps .gov/mwac. 

June 1-4: SIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE, ST. LOUIS. 
In fo:events@siahq.org;www.sia-web.org. 

June 8-10: Business History Conference Annual 
Meeting, Toronto. Info: BHC , Box 3630, Wilmington , DE 
19807; www .thebhc .org. 

June 8-11: Rails in the Rockies II: 2006 Railway & 
Locomotive Historical Society Convention, Albuquerque, 
NM. Rail excursions in northern NM and southern CO . 
Info: www .rhls.org. 

June 9-11: Railroad Station Historical Society 
Convention, Helena, MT. Tours of stations, bridges, tun­
nels, roundhouses, and shops; annual banquet with speaker. 
Info: Art Peterson, 3200 Gordon Dr., Greenville, NC 
27834; (252) 756-7380; stationarchives@msn .com. 

June 14-17: Vernacular Architecture Forum Annual 
Meeting, New York. Theme: C ity Building. Info: vernacu­
lararchitectureforum. org. 
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July 3-9: Brunel Bicentenary Week, Bristol and London, 
U.K. Tours and conferences explore and evaluate the engi­
neering legacy of lsambard Kingdom Brunel (1806-1859). 
Info: www. ice. org. uk/ conferences. 

July 18-23: National Railway Historical Society Annual 
Convention, New Philadelphia, OH. Seminars, tours, and 
rail excursions. Info: Buckeye Rails 2006, 2025 Zumbehl 
Rd. , PMB 80, St. Charles, MO 63303. 

Sept. 12-14: World Canals Conference, National Canal 
Museum, Easton, PA. Theme: Industry to Recreation : 
G reening the Coal Canals. Info: NCM, 30 Centre Sq., 
Easton, PA 18042-7743; www.canals .org. 

Sept. 14-23: XIII Congress of The International Committee 
for the Conservation of Industrial Heritage (TICCIH), Temi, 
Italy. Paper sessions and multi-day tours to Italian industrial 
centers and museums. Info: Congress Secretary TICCIH 2006, 
ICSIM-via I Maggio, 23-5100 Temi, Italy; fax 0039 0744 
407187; www.mnactec.com/TlCCIH/conferences.html. 

Sept. 28-Oct. 1: SIA FALL TOUR, YOUNGSTOWN, OH. 
See article in this issue. Info:events@siahq.org;www.sia-web.org. 

Oct. 12-16: Society for the History of Technology (SHOT) 
Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, NV. Info: www.shot.jhu .edu. 

Oct. 19-21: 28th Annual North American Labor History 
Conference, Wayne State Univ., Detroit, MI. Theme: 
Technology, Environment & Work. Info: Janine Lanza, 
Dept. of History, 3094 Faculty Admin. Bldg., WSU, Detroit, 
MI 48202; (313) 577-25 25; jmlanza@wayne.edu. 

Nov. 3-4: Food Chains: Provisioning, Technology, and 
Science Conference, Hagley Museum & Library, 
Wilmington, DE. Info: Carol Lockman, (302) 658-2400; 
clockman@hagley.org. 
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