










Erie Canal 
Completed 
1825 

Canal packet boat passengers 
traveled in relative comfort from 
Albany to Buffalo in five days— 
not two weeks in crowded 
stagecoaches.  
Freight rates fell 90 percent 
compared to shipping 
by ox-drawn wagon.  





Harbor of Cleveland 
1827 





National Park Service 





-1796 Moses Cleaveland 
lands in Cleveland  
 

- 1803, Ohio admitted 
to the Union 
as the 17th state. 
 
-1825 - Erie Canal 
Completed 
 
- 1832 – Ohio & Erie 
Canal Completed. this 
four-foot-deep ditch 
stretched 308 miles to 
Portsmouth on the Ohio 
River. By the fall of 
1832, the canal 
promised passage from 
Cleveland to Cincinnati 
in 80 hours, a trip that 
had once taken weeks. 
 
-1861 – 1865 -Civil War 
 

-1908 – 1927 – Model T 
manufactured 
 

-- 1913 – Flood destroys 
canal system 
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2019 

Scranton Flats 





By 1870 the firm of Rockefeller, 
Andrews, and Flagler was 
operating the largest refineries 
in Cleveland, and these and 
related facilities became the 
property of the new Standard 
Oil Company, incorporated in 
Ohio in 1870. By 1880, through 
elimination of competitors, 
mergers with other firms, and 
use of favorable railroad 
rebates, it controlled the 
refining of 90 to 95 percent of 
all oil produced in the United 
States. 
 

1899 

Refining eventually became very costly, but in 
the 1860s, the main supplies were only barrels, 
a trough, a tank, and a still in which to boil the 
oil. The yield would usually be about 60 
percent kerosene, 10 percent gasoline,  5 to 10 
percent benzol or naphtha, with the rest being 
tar and wastes. 



Kingsbury Run, 
Plain Dealer 
1963 





Ford Model T 
goes into production 
Detroit, MI 
1908 





Cuyahoga River Fire, 
1969 
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