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FROM HANDCRAFT TO HIGH-TECH
IA IN NORTHEAST WISCONSIN

Patrick Harshbarger

ortheast Wisconsin’s Lower Fox River Valley offered

a memorable Fall Tour for the 50 or so SIA mem-

bers who met up for a three-day event that began

on Oct. 27. The Lower Fox River flows northeast-
ward from Lake Winnebago through Appleton, Kaukauna,
and De Pere to Green Bay. Our itinerary took us up and down
the valley several times, and extended somewhat beyond
the valley along the west shore of Lake Michigan. Process
tours ranged from a traditional handcraft cheese factory to
a high-tech maker of computer circuit boards. A series of
museums and historic sites featured railroads, canals, automo-
biles, papermaking, hydroelectric power, and wood type and
printing machinery. Accommodations were in two boutique
hotels, one with an Irish theme (the St. Brendan’s in Green
Bay) and the other with a French theme (Chateau De Pere in
De Pere), both of which offered cozy pubs in which to spend
time with SIA friends.

The National Railroad Museum in Green Bay was
host to our Thursday-evening opening reception. We were
greeted by a nice spread of food and drink laid out buffet
style, but the centers of attention were beautifully restored
locomotives and cars, including Union Pacific No. 4017,
a 4-8-8-4 “Big Boy,” which towered over the reception
area. There was time to take in the exhibits, one of which,
Pullman Porters: From Service to Civil Rights, featured a fully
furnished 1920s Pullman sleeper. SIA President Maryellen
Russo and SIA Events Coordinator Julie Blair welcomed
participants and explained logistics for the next several
days of tours. Julie introduced Candice Mortara, SIA’s local
coordinator and a member of Friends of the Fox, a not-for-
profit group that works to preserve and protect the environ-
ment and heritage of the Lower Fox River.

Following introductions, Mark Walter, Business
Development Manager for the Port of Green Bay, presented
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CALENDAR

2017

Apr. 19-22: National Council on Public History An-
nual Meeting, Indianapolis, Ind. Info: http://ncph.org/
conference/2017-annual-meeting].

May 11-13: 1st International Early Engines Conference,
Elsecar, South Yorkshire, England. Info: www.earlyengines.
org.

May 17-20: Early American Industries Assn. Annual
Meeting, Old Sturbridge Village, Sturbridge, Mass. Info:
www.eaiainfo.org.

May 18-21: SIA 46th ANNUAL CONFERENCE,
HOUSTON, TEX. Members will be sent registration ma-
terials and tour itinerary in March. Info: www.sia-web.org.

May 31-June 3: Vernacular Architecture Forum Annual
Conference, Salt Lake City, Utah. Info: www.vernacularar-
chitectureforum.org.

June 1-4: Railway & Locomotive Historical Society An-
nual Meeting, Stamford, Conn. Info: wwaw.rlhs.org.

June 7-11: Society of Architectural Historians Annual
Conference, Glasgow, Scotland, U.K. Info: www.sah.org/
conferences-and-programs/2017-conference-glasgow.

June 15-19: Mining History Assn. Annual Conference,
Fairbanks, Alaska. Info: www.mininghistoryassociation.org.

June 20-24: National Railway Historical Society Conven-
tion, Nashville, Tenn. Info: www.nrhs.com.

July 13-15: Petroleum History Symposium, Findlay, Ohio.
Paper sessions and field trips. Info: http://petroleumhistory.org/

July 23-29: International Assn. for Caribbean Archaeol-
ogy Biennial Conference, St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands.
Covers all archeology from prehistoric through colonial to
WWIIL. Info: www.stcroixarchaeology.orgfiaca.heml.

Aug. 25-30: Assn. for Industrial Archaeology Annual
Conference, South East Midlands, Northampton, England,
U.K. Info: www.industrial-archaeology.org.

Sept. 24-28: World Canals Conference, Syracuse, N.Y.
Info: http://wcc2017syracuse.com/.

Oct. 4-7: Society for Commercial Archeology Conference,
Cincinnati, Ohio. Info: www.sca-roadside.org.

Oct. 11-14: Assn. for Preservation Technology Interna-
tional Annual Conference, Ottawa, Ont. Info: www.apti.org.

2018

Sept. 13-15. XVII TICCIH Congress, Santiago, Chile.
TICCIH’s first in Latin America. Info: www.ticcih.org.



